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Abstract

Religion is the essence of the existence of mankind since it is
essential for both individuals and societies. In other words, life matters are
run through it because it rectifies the societal attitude and provide people

with psychological ease by giving answers to the mysteries of the cosmos.

During the life of the Arabs in the Jahili era, religion had a
prominent presence in its creed and attitude, but paganism and other
religions dominated that era since there were many gods and idols to

worship.

The researcher seeks to study the origins of the names of the Arabs’
gods and their mental indications produced in that time and place. Also, it
is sought to compare this situation with the Holy Quran in order to
demonstrate the evolution of the Arab mentality and the change of their

religion.

The nature of this study necessitated that it consists of an
introduction, four chapters and a conclusion. The introduction tackles the
importance of the study, its previous studies, methodology and chapters. In
addition, the first chapter deals with various issues about religion including

it definition, development and its theories.

b



It turned out that the first origins of religion appeared in primitive
beliefs such as Fetishism, Animism and Totemism relating their first
inception of magic and legend. The second chapter tackles the etymology
of the concept of Jahilia, an exploration of the origins of Arabs’ idolatry
and another review of the concept and meaning of idolatry. Furthermore, it
is apparent that Arabs believed in many religions including paganism and
idolatry. That is why their era is called Al-Jahilia for their religion

ignorance.

The second chapter studied the names of the nine Jahili gods
mentioned in the Holy Quran in the appropriate time and place as

mentioned in the Arabic sources and history books.

It included an introduction and three sub-sections. The first
subsection reviewed the five gods of Noah’s people (Wid, Swa’, Yagoth,
Ya’oq and Nasr. The second tackled the god ‘B’I’. The third included the

female goddesses (Al-lat, Al-Oza and Monat).

The historical studies indicated that there is symmetry between the
names of the gods and the prototypes of their worshipping in the Arabian
Peninsula and the gods worshipped away from it. This indicates that the
Arab gods were inspired from other civilizations including Phoenicians,

Babylonians and Palmyrans.

These studies showed the situation of the Arabic gods as other

ancient civilizations’ gods were associated with moons, planets, stars,



animals and plants. Still, it was mostly associated with planets indicating

belief and super power.

The previously mentioned studies agreed that Amr Bin Luhi, who
brought gods for the first time, ordered people to worship them to the
Arabian Peninsula. Finally, scholars disagreed about the shapes of the nine

gods, their time, worship place and the tribes worshipping them.

The third chapter explored the lexical indications of the Jahili gods
mentioned in the Holy Quran. Also, it is noticeable that linguists missed a
lot of the origins of these coming gods. Consequently, they employed
interpretation and making up historical stories explaining the names of the

gods.

Finally, they repeated the material of the names of the gods by quate

extract cite from the previous scholars adding few additions.

The fourth chapter tackled the indications of the names of the Jahili
gods mentioned in the Holy Quran in the Holy Quran’s Interpretation

books. Also, they passed paganism, idols’ names and how to worship them.

There weren’t any serious attempts to explain these worships in their
historical context excluding the religious one. Consequently, when
interpreters and linguists talked about those gods and their presence in the

Holy Quran, they didn’t have a great disagreement.



The interpreters studied those gods as a whole without giving any
details. In other words, they talked about the gods of Noah’s people and the

female goddesses in general.

The Israeli narratives had the greatest part of the writings of the
interpreters about these idols. Furthermore, this study employed two
methodologies including: comparative and historical inductive. Thus, the
researcher explored many historical sources, dictionaries and interpretation

books.

Finally, this is what it is possible for me to achieve. If I got things
right, this would be due to God’s guidance. Also, if I made a mistake,

penitents are better than sinners and I have the reward of the attempt.



