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Abstract

This study aims to examine the position of the Israeli Likud Party since its
establishment in 1973 regarding the Palestinian issue, the broader Middle Eastern
conflict, and the prospect of establishing an independent Palestinian state with
Jerusalem as its capital. The researcher employed the political analysis method,
addressing both the ideological foundation of the party and the personal influence of its
current leader, Benjamin Netanyahu, on party policies, as well as the potential changes

that may have resulted from this influence.

The study highlights the ideological roots deeply embedded in the party’s structure
since its founding—roots that trace back to the era of Ze'ev Jabotinsky. During that
period, the party was characterized by ideological rigidity and a steadfast commitment
to extreme right-wing positions on the conflict with Palestinians and Arabs, consistently

favoring negotiation from a position of strength.

Undoubtedly, Netanyahu’s personal influence has had a significant and direct impact on
the Likud Party's policies. It can even be argued that he has, to a considerable extent,
reshaped the party to align with his own vision and political ambitions. The study notes
that Netanyahu, with his charismatic personality, managed to consolidate his absolute
control over the party, leading to a fundamental shift in its orientation. He transformed
Likud from a center-right party into a far-right party, particularly regarding issues such
as settlement expansion and the outright rejection of a Palestinian state. This

transformation largely reflects Netanyahu’s personal vision and political aspirations.



Netanyahu’s political discourse relies heavily on concepts of national security, using
deterrence and military strength as justifications for both domestic and foreign policies.
This has made the party increasingly hardline in its stance toward issues such as Iran
and Palestinian resistance movements like Hamas and Hezbollah. Furthermore,
Netanyahu’s skill in forming political coalitions has enabled his prolonged hold on

power, deepening his dominance within the party.

Ideologically, Likud adheres to a blend of militant Jewish nationalism and national
security doctrine, firmly rejecting any compromises regarding Palestinian territories.
Since its inception, the party has embraced the notion of a "Greater Israel,”
encompassing the West Bank and Gaza Strip, and opposes any agreements that might

lead to the establishment of a Palestinian state.

In conclusion, the study affirms that the Likud Party, under Netanyahu’s leadership,
continues to reject peaceful solutions and disengages from international agreements,
making the prospect of establishing a future Palestinian state highly unlikely as long as

the party remains in power

Keywords: Likud Party; The Palestinian Question; Ideological Factor; East Jerusalem;

Party Leader; Ze'ev Jabotinsky.



