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Abstract

International efforts, in their endeavor to regulate the common international
waters used for non-navigational purposes, have resulted in the codification
of a legal system that has become an international umbrella for organizing
various issues related to this type of water, which also assists in
cooperating in managing it, preventing any harm, and eliminating it if

OcCcurs.

Water is of great importance in the Palestinian reality, and has a special
status, due to the presence of a foreign body in the Palestinian land that
disputes the inhabitants of the land over their resources, which is the Israeli
occupation, which has become, by the current reality imposed by the
colonial powers and some international resolutions, a body recognized
globally as a state. This limited the area of Palestine by international
recognition and international resolutions to the West Bank and Gaza Strip,
and as a result, this occupation has become a partner in some of water
resources in the Palestinian territories it occupied, in particular the

resources in the West Bank.

Since the beginning of its existence on the Palestinian land, the Israeli

occupation has worked to control all water sources through various policies

b



such as settlements, building the apartheid wall, and issuing military orders
that prevent Palestinians from freely disposing of their water resources.
Through these practices, the Israeli occupation did not adhere to a large
number of the international resolutions issued by the United Nations, and
despite the conclusion of bilateral agreements with the Palestinians, the
Israeli water policy has not improved, and the intentions of continuing this
policy were clear through the weakness of the provisions on water in these

agreements.

The West Bank, on which this study focused, relies on several surface and
groundwater sources, but the most abundant source is groundwater.
Contrary to the Israeli claim that this geographical area suffers from water
scarcity, the statistics on rainfall rates, which automatically turns into the
ground, show that the available amount of water is abundant, however, the
Palestinian citizen suffers from shortage in the amount of water he gets,
even less than the minimum set by the World Health Organization, which
confirms that the reason behind this shortage is not due to natural factors
and drought, but due to the Israeli policies that provide the settlers ,who are
in the West Bank lands illegally internationally, large quantities of water

amounting to more than seven times of what the Palestinian citizen gets.

By projecting the Israeli practices regarding water resources in the West
Bank on the principles established by the 1997 United Nations Convention,
which stipulate the equitable and reasonable use, not causing harm,
cooperation, and joint management, the researcher concluded that the

Israeli occupation did not adhere to any of these principles, especially in

C



the absence of an international tool capable of subjecting the occupation to
its international obligations. Accordingly, the researcher recommended
many recommendations that would activate some legal means to confront

the occupation at the international level and extract the natural rights of the

Palestinian people.



