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Abstract

The principle of a criminal judge’s conscientious conviction is one of the
most important principles governing the theory of proof in a criminal
action. This principle is the core rule in modern criminal legislation and
indicates that a criminal judge should build his judgment on evidence he
feels comfortable with when it is presented to him in a lawsuit. This
conviction is not arbitrary; there are controls that should be adhered to and
exceptions that restrict the judge’s liberty of conviction, bearing in mind

that the legislature held such liberty restricted at times.

This topic differs from other legal topics as it deals with the conscience of
the judge as a judge, and also as a human being« regardless of being a

member of the judicial system.

Sources and references on this topic are scarce« and no integrated studies
are available on it. Strenuous efforts and deep and detailed research were
required in an attempt to identify pertinent solutions to the problems raised

by this study.

The introductory chapter of the study explores the concept of conscientious

conviction from a linguistic and terminological perspective, in addition to

b



tackling the presumption of innocence as a control on the criminal judge’s

conscientious conviction.

Reaching a conscientious conviction is covered in chapter one. Formal and
objective conditions for reaching a conscientious conviction by a criminal
judge are addressed, as well as aspects of reaching this conviction in crime

and sentencing.

In the second and final chapter of the study, | examined the restrictions
imposed on the criminal judge’s conscientious conviction. The controls
have an important role in reaching this conviction. | explored objective
restrictions like interpreting doubt in favor of the defendant, and procedural
restrictions like the criminal judge’s adherence to means of proof

pertaining to non-criminal articles.

Criminal sentencing based on the conscientious conviction of the criminal
judge has become a necessity as many sentences are in need for that. The
law makes it possible for the judge to pass his sentence with clear

conscience while dispensing justice and being fair to the adversaries.

The researcher concluded her thesis with a summary of conclusions and

suggested recommendations.



