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Abstract

This study was aimed to identify the contribution of international
grants and assistance to local development related to the plans of
Palestinian local government bodies. This paper attempted to answer the
questions of the study. The problem of the study was represented in the
main question: what is the extent of the contribution of international grants
and assistance provided to the Palestinian National Authority by donor
countries in achieving local development related to the plans of the
Palestinian local government bodies? The study population consisted of
local government bodies in the northern West Bank governorates. The
researcher has chosen a specific sample of local government heads in the
governorates and municipalities in the northern West Bank using the

interview tool.

The study reached a set of significant results, including:

1 .As a result of the Israeli measures, the unstable political and economic

conditions have contributed to substantial economic losses and damages
to various development activities. Therefore, a part of the international

grants and aid allocated to finance developmental expenses was

transferred to current expenses.



2 .International aid has provided the necessary financial resources to

ensure the continued provision of basic social services (e.g. education
and health care) to the Palestinian citizens, especially limited-income

Palestinians, by many official and private institutions alike, especially in

the recent period.

3 .The main challenges and obstacles facing local government bodies in

achieving the local development process are the financial and

infrastructure obstacles, the Israeli occupation, lack of a clear and

applicable development vision, and plan and priority conflicts.

4. The foreign aid is linked to the Palestinian Authority's political positions

regarding the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. There are agendas and
conditions, most notably: aid must be consistent with the national and
regional policies of the national development plans, aid must be invested
in the areas under the Palestinian National Authority within the approved
structural plan, aid must be in line with the agreements signed between

the Palestinian Authority and the donor, and, finally, it must be

coordinated with the Israeli occupation.



