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Yannis Ritsos impact on modern Arabic Poetry:
Saadi Yousif as a model
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Abstract

This study aims to show the influence of the Greek poet Yannis
Ritsos (1909-1990) on modern Arabic poetry, especially on the poetry of
Saadi Yousif as a model, an Arabic poet whose work is clearly
influenced by Ritsos. This study briefs Ritsos poetic experience: his
concern in small details of daily life, the little use of metaphors and
figures of speech, neutral and objective approach, his ego absence, poetic
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irony, scenic tension, the mix of reality with nightmares to produce a
surrealistic image that is astonishing and weird. These features and more
are presented in Saadi Yousif’s poems that explicitly show Ritsos poetic
influence on him.
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