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Abstract

This study investigates the narrative experience of Azmi Bishara by conducting an
analytical examination of his two novels: Al-Hajiz (The Barrier) (2005) and Love in the
Shadow Zone (2006). The researcher utilizes a descriptive-analytical methodology to

analyze both the thematic and artistic aspects of these works.

The study is organized into an introduction, three chapters, and a conclusion that
synthesizes the principal findings and offers recommendations. The introduction
addresses the relationship between the novel and issues of national liberation, explores
the concept of resistance literature, examines the intersection of autobiography and
fiction, and provides a concise overview of Azmi Bishara's intellectual and political

biography.

Chapter One primarily undertakes a thematic analysis of the two novels, emphasizing
the political and social issues they explore, with particular attention to the daily
hardships experienced by Palestinians under the Israeli checkpoint system. These
checkpoints are depicted not only as political instruments but also as mechanisms that
profoundly permeate linguistic expression and disrupt the everyday life and identity of

the Palestinian population.

Chapter Two, in contrast, explores the literary creativity and aesthetic structure present
in both works. It analyzes elements such as genre classification and its implications, the
depiction of secretive scenes in The Barrier, and the employment of major metaphors in
Love in the Shadow Zone, particularly as shaped through the technique of internal

monologue.

In Chapter Three, the researcher examines the technical components of the two novels,

encompassing paratexts, language, narration, plot structure, characters, and narrative



space. The analysis uncovers notable artistic distinctions in the utilization of these

elements between the two works.

The study concludes by presenting a series of findings concerning narrative form, the
methods of articulating political ideas through fiction, and the role of literature in
advancing resistance and national liberation movements. Additionally, the researcher
provides several recommendations informed by the overall aims and scope of the study,
which extend beyond the specific works of Azmi Bishara. The study is further
supported by a comprehensive compilation of sources and references utilized

throughout the research.

Keywords: Azmi Bishara, Narrative Analysis, Resistance Literature, Thematic Study,

Israeli Checkpoints, Palestinian Identity



