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ABSTRACT

As its title indicates, this study has addressed the individual's criminal liability for
transmission of the coronavirus in occupied Palestine to non-infected individuals
whether as a result of deliberate behavior or out of negligence and lack of precaution.
During the outbreak of the pandemic many of the infected and non-infected individuals
failed to take precautionary measures to avoid virus transmission and protect themselves

from the infection respectively.

Against this backdrop, this study has shed light on the individual's criminal liability for
violating the health safety measures/protocol to avoid transmission of the infection to
others. This liability, subject to debate and discussion, falls into two parties: those who
uphold the idea of taking measures and holding responsibility for failing to respect
them, and those who oppose the idea and relieve virus transmitters of responsibility due
to its transmission to non-infected individuals. The researcher titles towards supporting
the idea of criminal liability of individuals transmitting the virus. To clarify the legal
basis for this criminal liability for virus transmission, the researcher has used the
descriptive analytical approach and showed the general rules governing crimes of
killing and causing intentional and unintentional harm and the scope of protecting these

characteristics on behavior of infection transmission.

The researcher has concluded that the behavior of the coronavirus patients, in case of
violating the health regulations, measures and laws, is fraught with risks and damage if
he/she transmits the infection to others. He/she holds criminal liability whether the
infection happened because of his/her deliberate behavior or as a result of a human

error.



In the light of these conclusions, the researcher recommends introduction of
amendments to articles provided for in Penal Law #16 of 1960 and Public Health Law #
20 of 2004 particularly when it pertains to behavior of transmission of deadly/serious
infectious diseases. She also suggests giving this behavior a legal attribute in case of
proving responsibility for transmission of the infectious disease. It is worth noting that
the Penal Law articles have not spelled out a specific means for the crime of killing or

harming an individual deliberately or erroneously.

Keywords: Criminal Liability, Coronavirus, Infectious Disease, Health and Safety

Rules, Penal Sanction, Criminal Proof.



