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Abstract
A lot of indicators are available on the ground, indicating that
desertification is prevailing especially in the southern part of the West
Bank. Hebron area, in general, is suffering from desertation conditions, due
to many human activities, political, weather, economic, social factors, in
addition to limitations and restrictions imposed by the Israeli occupation
and due to its location in the Mediterranean Sea Basin weather. This basin
is characterized by its humidity and coldness in winter, and dryness and

hotness in summer.

To that end, a project for combating desertification was implemented in
Hebron Distinct. The “Land Desertification Control” project was executed
with special reference to the most suffering locations, and considering their
geographic distribution. This study is a socio—economic one; it was
undertaken for this project since it (the project) was built on socio—
economic objectives. Accordingly, a tool was needed to measure the
project’s contribution to the socio-economic aspects of the study society,
which contains all targeted families distributed in Al Dahria, Sureef, Samu’

and Bani Naim.

This study was undertaken to analyze the socio-economic content of the
project area through sensitive and measurable indicators for the following
aspects: (location and residence, mouse and family, services, ownership,
crops, biodiversity, agricultural practices, income, animal breeding,

technical extension, environmental aspects, woman participation
b



difficulties and proposed solutions), in addition to project impact on these
aspects and reasons caused desertification directly and in directly. This
study 1s also aimed at, producing detailed information regarding the socio—
economic status of the area and accordingly to identify causes of area
desertification, to propose strategies and measures for halting
desertification in accordance with participatory activities towards a
sustainable development of the area, determination of threats and

weaknesses that face the desertification control efforts.

A set of tools were used by the researcher so as to execute this task. Of
which a detailed questioner discussing all socio—economic aspect was
designed and used in the Participatory Rapid Appraisal (PRA) approach.
Collecting this information was done by the researcher her self in person.
After collecting this characterizing information, they were subjected to a
computer software statistical analysis as well as to a descriptive analysis in
order to extract the results. Tool (questioner) reliability was tested using

Chronbach — Alpaha equation.

The study has resulted in a full description of the project sites from socio—
economic point of view. Showed the changes introduced to the area.
Furthermore, it identified the major causes that led to area degradation.

Some of the most important results are:

1. The Desertification Control Project has induced clear obvious

changes on:

e Cultivation of wild lands, which improved the socio-economic
situation and accordingly contributed to desertification

combating.

e Biodiversity, which led to, the appearance of old and new

plant cultivars and animal strains and to the reduction of
C



grazing distances, which accordingly contributed to

desertification combating.

e Improvement of environmental awareness in the project
society and supporting a tendency to choose education

programs that fit their society needs.

e Securing water resources, reduction of wood usage and
increasing income that consequently improved the economic

situation.

2. The project has slightly improved some other aspect of the residents’
life: type of residence, electricity service, ownership of electrical

equipment as well as ownership of land.

3. The project did not induce any changes on; number of cattle heads,
types of agricultural practices done by women and mode of

rewarding woman for her work in agriculture.

It was concluded that; at the farmers’ level in the rural areas, desertification
greatly and effectively impacts the socio—economic life environment of
people and vice versa. An urgent, ware and extensive intervention must be
adopted ASAP looking forward to combat desertification generally and to

support the socio-economic life of degraded areas.

Specifically, the study recommended a set of necessary activities; land
reclamation, development of water resources, agricultural practices,
extension and training programs targeted to raise farmers awareness,
adoption of roles to protect range lands, and regular conduction of socio-

economic studies to assess real needs.

Key words: Hebron, Desertification, Land Desertification Control Project, Socio —

economic Study





