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Abstract

The study aims to analyze how the zombie myth is embodied in cinema from a semiotic
perspective. The study relied on the film (Train to Busan) as a main model for analyzing
the visual and symbolic connotations surrounding zombie characters and the contexts of

their appearance.

The study examined the phenomenon through a theoretical framework focused on
semiotics, which is concerned with understanding signs and symbols and their cultural
and social connotations. Visual and structural elements that express tension and horror
were highlighted, such as the use of dim lighting, visual composition, and camera
movement. Dialogues and relationships between characters were also analyzed to
understand how human values such as fear, sacrifice, and cooperation are framed in the

face of disaster.

The study concludes that Train to Busan uses the zombie myth as a means of exploring
deeper dimensions of humanity, noting that analyzing these works using a semiotic

methodology helps understand their symbolic and cultural effects on audiences.

The study highlights human values such as solidarity, tolerance, and sacrifice, along with
conflicts related to racism, selfishness, and the ethical challenges faced in the face of
crises. It also demonstrates how ethical principles change with changing circumstances,
embodying the contradiction between the pursuit of individual survival and the

commitment to responsibility.

Technically, the study highlighted the use of realistic and expressive lighting, cinematic
language through long takes and framing, and the use of music and silence to enhance the
psychological atmosphere and tension. Slow motion and tight framing techniques also

stood out in highlighting trapped characters and heightening the sense of danger.



The study recommends including horror films, particularly zombie films, in Arab
university film studies, with a focus on analyzing directing and filming techniques. It also
recommends organizing workshops and conferences to discuss the impact of these films
on society, and producing specialized analytical programs to enhance public awareness

of the cinematic value of these works.

Keywords: cinematic semiotics, semantics of the cinematic image, myth in cinema,

moral movement in the face of death, isolation and social solidarity.



