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Abstract

This study aims at investigating the Turkish political courses’ change
in the Middle East and its influence on the regional Turkish role from 2011
to 2017 which has been the result of a number of factors representing the
significance of this study. These factors are the major role Turkey plays in
the region, the sensitivity of the events the area witnessed and the polarity
in the regional forces which reflects on the Turkish policies facing the
influential powers in the Middle East including Iran, Israel and Saudi

Arabia.

The main problem in this study is about the main question of the
study which concerns the challenges which have hindered making Turkey a
great regional power since 2011. Furthermore, the other issue is the change
in the Turkish political policy which indicated not interfering in the affairs

of other countries.

The hypothesis of this study is that in the context of the race of the
regional powers over power, the Turkish policies are facing an intense
competition with Saudi Arabia’s power in the region which has prevented

making it an influential power in the region.



To confirm hypothesis testing and answer the questions of the study,
the researcher has employed the “Game Theory” which is one of the
contemporary methods in studying international relations. In addition, the
“Balance of Power” method has been employed in the “Game Theory”.
Finally, interviews with academic specialists and politicians have been
employed to reach scientific frame about this study. In order to check the
hypothesis using the scientific method, the researcher has divided this study

into five chapters leading to its accuracy.

The researcher concludes that there is a real change in the Turkish
policies in the age of the Arab Spring rooted from “Zero Problems” theory
to intervention policies using several courses with the influential forces. In
other words, Iran stood out as a strong player in the Middle East with
diplomatic and tactic relationships between them. Its weakness is in its
Shia’t doctrine which is believed by most of the People in Iran. However,
the Turkish- Israeli relationships got more intense without ending them for
good at the expense of offering all the forms of the political support to the

Palestinian cause.

Besides, there has been a real change in the Turkish- Saudi relations
since 2010 after the influence, power and influence is crystallized in the
key issues in the region. Furthermore, its peak has been at the night of the

coup in Turkey on the 15™ of July, 2016.

The researcher sees that the status quo between them will be the

determiner of what will happen in the coming period unless there is a

C



change in the nature of the balance in the regional and international powers
keeping Turkey ready to advance in the regional political arena becoming

influential in the Middle East.



