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Abstract

This thesis discusses the cultural patterns that Al-Ghadhami extracted from Arabic poetry

and how he used them for his project of cultural criticism.

Al-Ghadhami claims that these cultural patterns came from Arab poetry, especially pre-
Islamic poetry, and influenced the entire Arab culture, and then began to control the Arab

mentality.

This thesis discusses cultural patterns by studying the best poetry known to the Arabs —
the poetry of the Muallagat. In doing so, this thesis addresses questions about the
responsibility of poetry in creating cultural patterns, and about the Arab human being and

the backwardness of the Arabs.

Then the thesis tries to respond to these questions by presenting the beliefs of the nations
and the peoples that preceded the pre-Islamic poetry by thousands of years, to search for

the roots of the cultural patterns in question.

The thesis consists of three chapters. The first one discusses the relationship between the
self and others, through four axes: self-aggrandizement, tribal fanaticism, negation of the
other, and tendency to violence and bloodshed. This chapter searches for the roots of the
crisis in human relations in the myths of previous nations, and compares them with what

was mentioned in the poetry of the Muallagat.

The second chapter discusses the pattern of sexism towards women. It searches for the
reasons for their inferiority and their low status. It considers the fluctuations in their image

among different peoples over time, and observes that her transformation from a holy



goddess to a lowly female stands on the two most important features of women; fertility
and virginity. The chapter follows to compare the results of this research on the beliefs

and legends of nations with what is found in the love poetry in the Muallagat.

The third and final chapter deals with the poetry of praise that Al-Ghadami accused of
being the scourge that struck the Arab regimes and caused the emergence of the tyrannical
ruler pattern. It also talks about the style of the beggar poet, discussing these two patterns

through what we know from the legends of ancient humans.
The study ends with a conclusion that explains the most important results of the research.

Keywords: Cultural criticism, Cultural patterns, Tribal fanaticism, Systemic gender,
Tyrant creation, Mythological roots, Muallagaat.



