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By
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Abstract

ARRABA, The subject of this study, occupies a distinguished
position in the early nineteenth century and later as it embraced one of the
major families— the Abdulhadi family- in central Palestine of whom some
personalities played an important role in politics and left their stamps on its

resolutions.

This study covers the different situations in the period 1804-1918
1.e. political, economic and social positions. It also focuses on the natural

development of its people.
The study comprises three chapters:

Chapter one deals with the historical geography of the town
including the name, geographical position, area, borders, climate, and water
resources. Many issues pertaining to the history of the town were also

clarified.

Chapter two deals with building and politics throwing light on the
existent buildings in addition to the Abdulhadi palaces. The research
studied the situations in the town when Hussein Abdulhadi rose as the
Wali of Sidon in 1804 and his alliance with the Egyptian regime 1831-1840

and turning later to coalition with the Ottomans following the

b



disappearance of the Egyptians after which the Ottoman centralized
authority reappeared in 1840. This passed through the tribal coalition, the
national war 1840-1859, the destruction of the Abdulhadi palaces by the
Ottoman army in 1859, this formed a strong strike to the strong families in
central Palestine and consequently the drawback of the importance of

Arraba.

The last part of this chapter deals with Arraba during the Hamidi
era 1876-1918.The research studies the history of Arraba in the drawback
period. Arraba was made the center of Al-Sha'rawiyeh AL-Sharqiyeh
sector. Its economic position as influenced by (WW1) and the residents
attitude to the military service leaving its severe effects on the residents

themselves and their properties, as well, were studied.

Chapter three deals with the social and economic positions in
Arraba including agriculture, land ownership, ways of utilizing the farming
lands focusing on Muzara'a, Mugharasa, livestock, trade and taxes

collected from the people.

The social side of the study refers to the families (tribes) which
resided in Arraba during the period under study, quarters, social relations,
some problems faxed by families, costumes, folklore, habits and traditions,

health and education.

The importance of this study springs from its being an example of
a Palestinian town which stores a cultural legacy that can not be neglected.
Besides, the contribution of some of its notables and national figures to the
Palestinian history course through occupying high political and religious
fields during the Ottoman Regime, was also stressed.
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