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Abstract

This study aimed at addressing the issue of Palestinian agriculture,
through a range of variables that are associated with economic
globalization and the Paris economic protocol; as economic globalization
contributed to erasing geographical boundaries between states and opening
up global markets for movement of goods and services without restrictions,
this includes the liberalization of agricultural products in the global market.
Under the globalized economy, the Palestinian agricultural sector with its
weak abilities is getting weaker in the face of the processes of economic
globalization; as set of standards that have contributed to declining
agricultural production especially after the Paris economic protocol was
imposed, as well as the external dependence, namely the Israeli occupation,
and the loss of the competitiveness of the Palestinian agriculture compared
to the Israeli and foreign products, in addition to the opening of the
Palestinian market for the foreign agricultural products under the banner of
economic globalization and economic openness. Knowing that the
Palestinian market is open without controls in the face of Israeli
agricultural products including products of the settlements, in contrast,
Palestinian products could not get freely into the world markets due to the

control of the Israeli occupation control over the border crossings in
B



accordance with the Paris economic agreement 1994, since the occupation
controls import and export operations, and limits the Palestinian

agricultural sector's access to the advantages of economic globalization.

The approach adopted by the study is based on the analysis among
the factors that contributed to the decline of the relative importance of the
agricultural sector of Palestine, which its contribution has been declined to
the GDP year after year, it is not recorded for any year after (1994) that it
has made progress. Therefore, the Palestinian agriculture has increased
vulnerability for the effects of economic globalization and the protocol to
the Paris economy; as the economy of the Palestinian agriculture became
subject to the principles of the free market which replaced the Palestinian
market of agricultural products to the foreign and Israeli ones. The
importance of the study is manifested in determining autonomy or
dependency of the Palestinian agricultural economy under the economic
globalization in the context of the changes imposed by the Paris economic

protocol.

Therefore, this study is framed to answer a bunch of questions and
examine a number of hypotheses that revolve around the downturn in the
Palestinian agricultural economy; the problematic relationship between the
agricultural sector and the economic globalization and the Paris Protocol
and the resulting overlaps is one of the main factors in the decline of this

sector which preclude its development and progress.



Thus, the main question of the study was specific and clear: "how
has economic globalization under the Paris economic protocol affected the
Palestinian agricultural sector?”, in addition to, several sub-questions
concerning the subject matter. Starting from a basic premise stating: "the
Palestinian agricultural sector is unprepared to deal with economic
globalization" as well as sub-hypothesis concerning the content of this
study, which dealt with the Paris economic Protocol and other
commitments related to the subject of the study. This led to employ
"description (SPD) approach™ mainly in this study, aimed at describing and
examining different concepts and analyzing the factors that contributed to

the decline in Palestinian agricultural production.

Finally, the results of this study confirmed that economic
globalization and the Paris economic protocol besides the arbitrary
measures of the occupation, and the marginalization of the Palestinian
Authority led to a decline in the size of the agricultural sector, as its
contribution to GDP has decreased, the downturn of agricultural sector's
absorbers of labor, as well as the ratio of agricultural exports of total
Palestinian exports, and the situation is not significantly different for
agricultural imports, as it has fallen versus the rise of other consumer
sectors. As a result of the economic globalization which imposes free trade
and open markets, Palestinian market has become open to Israeli
agricultural products and the foreign ones "imported from abroad", whereas
they are marketed in the Palestinian market easily and without controls or

any protection for local agricultural products. In addition to the above,
D



following the signing of the Paris economic Protocol, Israeli agricultural
products begun to invade Palestinian markets without any restrictions, in
contrast, the Palestinian agricultural products that are exported to Israel are
subject to the complications and the complex security procedures and are
allowed to enter only through special permits. This study recommends
enabling the Palestinian agricultural products, protection in local and
international markets as well as modifying and canceling some of the terms

of the Paris economic protocol.






