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Absitack

Internal Migration 1o the Towns of Ramala and Al-Beera

This study investigates fhe phenomenon of internal migration 1o the
towns of Ramala and Al-Beera since these two Lowns SN0y AN
intermediate geographical location on the one and, and an administrative
and political IMpoTiance among fhe towns of the West Bank on the other.
The study consists of five chapters each of which discusses one aspect of
fhat phenomenon in order 1o take in account all s aspects.

Chapter One deals with the fheoretical background inchuding the pr oblem
of the study, the teasons of s choice, 1ts aims, its hypotheses and data
soutces. 1t also includes the study questionnaire, the boundaries of the
studied area, fhe study cbstacles, the roethod of analysis, and the previous
studies that dealt with the sarne swoject.

Chapter Two makes 2 preface o the subject by giving an 1dea abowt the
fwo towns from Varous Prospects including the location, climate,
geographical features, urban aspect, education, demography, and other
aspects that may e related to the circumstances of both towns ma
Tistorical context fhat is sutable to the subject of the study.

Chapter Three deals with fhe teasons and motives that cause MIgralion as
a social phenomenon whethet fhey were economical, social ot political

motives.

Chapter Four discusses fhe various demographic, social, economical, and
housing  characteristics of fhe immigrants. These characiensiics were
compared with the characteristics of their peer clizens of both towns.

Chapter Five deals with the most eminent tesults and effects of the
internal migration to Ramala and Al-Beera upon the Various aspects,
economical, social, potitical and others. These tesulls were correlated
with some of the immigrams’ charactenstics. Tn addition, it contains the

most important results and recommendations of the study.

The study used the method of collecting data by means of distributing

UESHIONNANRS  AMONE, fe study  population in both towns which

contained a class random sample of % of he total number of the houses
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of both towns. Thus, 1t included all the cizens and immigrants of both
fowns. The sample tepresemted 612 farmilies  which  included 507

Irarmigrant families and 105 citzen families.

The scientific methodology of the study depends on the descriptive,
behavioral, quantitative, and analytical methodology since the study dealt
with more than one aspect ininvestigating {he Migration phenomenon.
However, all of them are contained in one frame.

The study adiermnpted 1o recognize a number of awms ncluding the
geographical, economical and administrative location of hoth cities, the
potential motives fhat wmotivate migration o them, the ramigrants’
characterictics, and the migration results upon fhe areas of onigin and

destination.

The study dealt with the problem fhat 1t attempted to treat since the
migration 1o both towns is 2 random migration not preceded by a suitable
planning, that cowld cope with e wnmigrants and that could n turm
decreases the negative tesuMs of Whelr migration onboth towns and the

areas of their ongn.

The impottance of the study Yies 1n fhe fact that rigraton plays an
imporant role in affecting directly the charactenistics of the population on
voth sides. In addition, the study s the fust of 1ts Kind in this tespect,
especially that it concentrated on Ramala and Al-Beera since they occupy
an Antermediate geograpiical location of the West Bank.

While carrying out fhe stady, the researcher faced A number of problems.
One of fhose major problems was fhat some of the population refused 1o
£l fhe questionnaire ewher completely of partiaily by refusing L0 answer

QUESHIONS CONCETNING fheir income ot work before migration and other
QuEStIoNS.

Omn the other hand, the researcher faced problems related to obtaining data

and maps from official circles.

The stody reached a nurbet of findings telated to internal igration in

both towns. These findings weren conformity 1o a large extent with the

findings of  studies cartied out by researchers other similar

cornmumties. These findings came n series according to e study
chapters as follows.

The study confirmed fhat the population growth n Hoth Ramala and Al-
Reera Was not resulting from natural ‘nerease. On the contrary, WMigration



played the largest role in Ms increase during different years. The study
2\50 Teached the finding that the vanous econormical motives had the wmost
erninent Tole m  arracting the immigrants (family heads) towards Rarmal
and Al-Beera, followed by the socual factors. More than often, the
political factors related to the lstachh occupation of the Palestinian cuies
and towns in the year 1948, and then the occupation of lerusalem in \967
had 2 great effect inincreasing the rnmigrants towards Ramala and A\-
Peera. This factor is dovious by the large percentage of refugees nboth
towns. Other factors had 2 humble contribution 1o the population ncrease
in comparison with the previous factors and vanables.

The study showed that 33.4% of the tmmigrants 1o Ramala and Al-Beera
ate from  Tural onigins, followed by immigrants £rom an urban ongin and

fimally fhe immigrants from refugee camps.

As for the chronological distribution of mmigration, it concentrated
between 1990-1999 with a percemage of 36.1% followed by the period

Between 1980-1989 with a pereentage 029 S%.

Tindings related 1o nmigrants’ characteristics. The study data revealed
fhot the sex pereentage of the imwmigrants was 97 males per 100 females.
The community of Ramala and  Al-Beera i A young cominunity where
fhe percentage of each age group is as follows:

Age group O - 1A years). 35%, (15-64 years): 61 A%, (65-moreY. 3 8%.
The mean age of fhe immigrants is 20 years, while the percentage of the
old people to the young people was 10.1% for the iramigrants cornpared
with 27 0% for fhe citizens. The stdy v ealed fhat the percentage of
children 10 wormen was 349 per fhousand of the immigrants compared o
745 per thousand of the citizens. The study 2lso showed that the mantal
status (single) was the highest cormpared with the other statuses reaching
o 36.6% followed by mamied people with a pereentage of 35.4%, then
divorced people with a percentage of 0.5% and fimally widows and

widowers with a percentage of 1 8%.

Tducational Level: The study showed that the percentage of wineracy
araong the citizens was 11.1% which is higher than the nmigrants’
percentage Teaching o 6 2%. This percentage 1s higher for females than

males.

Tconomical characteristics: The  study dhowed fhat 122% of the
jmmigrants work 13 hours of more weekly. The percentage of working
nousewives among the mrmgrants was 17% which is higher than cizen
working, wornen whose percentage was \02%. The percentage of the
immigrant farily heads working W the private seclor Was 2%

(o



addition 1o 40% of fhe immigrant family members W otking n the same
sector. The immigrants were distributed at nine categores of the maim
professions. The second category of the main professions that included
the specialists ranked first concerning the nurnber of immigrants working,
n 1t whose percentage was 27.6% before the migration and 24.7% after
fhe migration. The fiffh category came next with a percentage of 16.1%
vefore the moigration and 20.7% after the mnigration. This category
included service workers and sellers in markets and stores. As for the
citizens, 16.3% of them work in the fitth category followed by the second

calegory respectively.

Monthly income: The category (200-399 D) ranked first for the
immigrants wifh a percevtage of 43 A% compared with a percentage of
AT 2% for {he citizens which made up the hghest percentage. This is
followed by the second calegory (400-399 1D) with a percentage ol
723% and 25.6% for immigrants and citizens respectively. The hinking,
Ybeiween ihe profession and the ncome, 1 was tevealed fhe people
working m the professions of the first category earned the highest
salaries, while the workers wn the ningh category (primary professions)
earned  salanes Tanging between less than 200 3O and 200299 1D. As for
fhe erployment side where the ghest percentage of workers whethet
jmrmigrants or cilizens concentrated, it was national private with a
percentage ©f19 5% and T3 2% for citizens and inmigrants tespectively.
1n addition, 693% and 6812% of cwzens and immigranis respectively
work in return of wages. 818% and TL17% of citizens and immmigrants

tespeciively work in town regarding the place of work.

Demographic charactensuies of the population: The study ghowed that the
tofal fertility average was 361 person for citizen wormen and 5.9 person
for Imrmigrant women. The Taw death average in Ramala and Al-Beera
was 90 per thousand and 8.7 per fhousand for imnmigrants and ctizens

tespectively.

Housing, characteristics: The stady artived at the Tollowing hindings:
62.5% of he houses were owned cornpletely by fhe farmiies before the
migration.

11 9% of the houses contained 3-6 rooms.

Average of rooms was 3 2 1ooms.

After the migration:

10.1% of the houses confained 3 Tooms.
26 0% and 313 % of the houses contaned six rooms for migrants and

citizens tespectively.
Nurber of tooms in houses of both towns: 572 and 5.7 for immigrants

and citizens tespectively.
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Building materials: The bulding materials of the rnmigrants houses
Lefore the migration consisted of 61% of <tone compared with other

natenals.
61.1% of the said houses had anared ranging between 109-199 square

Toelers.
Average Of PeISON PET TOOM 1.1 person per Toom and 0 8 person per

roorm ot irnmmigrants and cuizens tespectively.
Ownership after Toigration: Rented furmighed and unfumished houses had

fhe DMighest percentage reaching 54 1% followed by owned houses with a

percentage of 44.6%.
General average of monthly tent 105 3.

The study also showed that 99.5% and 99 7% of imrmigrants and ciizens
tespectively use gas as a source of energy in cooking;, 9% and 49 1% of
{he Inmigrants and CIZens use gas n heaung,.

Home faciities. All home facilities were available for both AMIMIETAMs
and CHIZENS N Various pereenages such a5 100% for gas cookers and
155% for ceniral heating. n addition, 5%.6% of the immigrants e in
apartments  while 56% of the citizens live n independent houses
according, to type of houswg. The reason for choosing the house Was
mainly because s near to he w ork place with 2 pereentage of AA 8% of
fie immigrants while it was because of inhertance for the citizens with 2

percentage of 64%.

Housing characteristics: 99.8% of the Mouses are connected to a public
petwork of water and electricity for Hoth irnmigrants and ctizens, But the
percentage decreases 1o 61 3% and T5% fOr TMImigrams and cwizens
when it comes o connection with public sewage. 99% of the houses have
Kitchens connected with water. 91 6% and 100% of the rnrmigrants and
fhe citizens houses tespectively have bathrooms connected with watet.
97 9% and 100% of the nrmigrants and citizens houses tespectively have

waler closels connected with waler.

The study 2iso showed that 2l the wnrmigrants faced vanous problems
due 1o fheir migration to Ramala and AL-Beera and some of therm are st
suffering from those probiems in different rates. However, they all agreed
fhat fhe problem of high \evel of costs was the mmost eminent and
consequently the most influential upon a large sectot of the wormigrants.

The telationship between he wnmigrant and s fawaby: The study
howed that 30% of the TMIErams  visit thew farmilics nearly every

monta.



Migration Type: 74.5% of the immigrants migrated collectively with their
families.

Problems facing the two towns:
Both towns face fhe probiem of the housing sector mciuding the pressue

on houses, the great demand on them, the Tigh level of their rems, the
demographic problem tesulting from the ncreasing popuiation growin
due 1o both natural growih and migration.

Another problem is fhe increasing rate of various critnes. The percentage
of crimes in both fowns in the year 2000 was 32% of the crimes w all the
regions of fhe district. Migration also increased the pressure on public
services including water supply, transportation, sewage network, and
recreational services. The problem of unerployment has aiso begun 1o

penetrate.

Tinally, mmigration has also another aspect that has appeared by the
increasing, civilization of both towns. This 1s revealed by the change and
diversity of using lands in Ramala and AL-DBeera as shown by the maps
enclosed with the study. Moreover, there are general effects cansed by
migration on the ongwal ared such as the demographic, polvical,

economical and social effects.
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