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Abstract

The study aimed to clarify the Principle of Permanent Sovereignty over Natural

Resources in the international law, and the role of the International Court of Justice in

considering the complaint of the State of Palestine against Israel’s exploitation of its

natural resources, similar to the court’s intervention in many cases, and the Congo Uganda

case in particular :

1.

The court issued a resolution regarding the case submitted to it by the Republic of
the Congo, whereby the Republic of Uganda was obligated to pay compensation
amounting to 325 million dollars in order to compensate for the damages it caused to
the Congo. This shows that the court has the ability to resolve disputes between
states, and the aggressor responded to his aggression in the event that the conditions
for accepting the case were not met. However, in the case of Palestine, this doesn’t
apply, because it is not a full member of the United Nations General Assembly.

Israel violates international laws and norms, as it practices all acts criminalized by
the international law. Israel circumvents these violations under the pretext that it is
not an occupying power, but rather has a historical right to establish its state on the

land of Palestine, and it has the right to exploit the natural resources in its state.

The role of the International Court of Justice was limited to considering the
Palestinian case, only by providing an advisory opinion after the United Nations
General Assembly referred the file to the Court, and the Court issued its advisory
opinion supported by international resolutions issued by various international

organizations.

Resolutions issued by international organizations recognize that the right of the
Palestinian people to self-determination is a legal right based on international law

b



and is consistent with the resolutions of international legitimacy, which considers

Israel an occupying state.

5. The study concluded that international organizations, including the International
Court of Justice, do notenjoy independence in issuing their decisions. The court’s
deliberations are affected by political interventions of Western parties, which control
and dominate its performance. The best evidence of this is their failure to issue
decisions to compel Israel as an occupying power to abide by the laws and
international agreements, such as the Hague Conventions (1907) and the Geneva
Conventions (1949), with regard to the Palestinians’ rights to self-determination and

permanent sovereignty/control over their natural resources. .

Keywords: Permanent sovereignty; natural resources.



