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Listening Skills:

Skill

Level

Phrase

Suitable

Not Suitable

Proposed
Adjustment

Delete

LISTENING

Novice

He is able to recognize familiar words and phrases about
himself, his family, and the immediate physical surroundings,
when speaking slowly.

He is able tounderstand the most frequent vocabulary and
phrases related to the personal area (such as personal
information, family, surroundings, shopping, employment).

He is able to understand some simple and clear short
messages.

He is able to understand some short, simple and clear
announcements.

Intermediate

He is able to understand some common simple topics (such
as: school, work, entertainment).

He is able to understand clips of audio programs about current
events, and the conversation is clear and somewhat slow.

He is able to understand clips of video programs about current
events, and the conversation is clear and somewhat slow.

He is able to understand clips of audio programs on related
topics on a personal level, work, and the conversation is clear
and somewhat slow.

He is able to understand clips of video programs on related
topics on the personal level, work, and the conversation is
clear and somewhat slow.

Advanced

He is able to understand clips from TV news (weather
forecast).

He is able to understand clips from programs about current
events.

He is able to understand extensive speech or complex lectures
and discussions on popular topics.

He is able to understand short traditional narrative texts
(describing things, places, people).

Superior

He is able to understand passages from general speaking in
vernacular.

He is able to understand selections from movies and TV
shows.

He is able to understand passages from the classical dialect.

Distinguished

He is able to understand clips from movies as well as in
theaters.

He is able to understand language in a speaker's cultural
context.

He is able to understand selections of fast-spoken habitual
speech.
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Reading Skills:

= | ok
Z | 3 Phrase S5 88| =2
CEI 5|21 220
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z <
He is able to read and understand some common names and
words.
He is able to read and understand some very simple sentences
(such as alerts or guides, bank bill, weather map).
8 He is able to read and understand some short and simple texts
3 and anticipate the information contained therein.
z He is able to read and understand samples of everyday
materials such as advertisements, flyers, lists, and tables, and
rely on pictures to derive meaning.
He is able to read and understand some short personal
messages.
He is able to read and understand texts that generally consist of
frequent vocabulary.
He is able to read and understand texts describing everyday
events.
He is able to read and understand scholarly, historical, and
° personal texts.
k= He is able to read and understand texts describing personal
o 3 feelings.
p4 % He is able to read and understand texts describing social
Q| situations.
ﬁ He is able to read and understand texts of personal and social
o needs.
He is able to read and understand vocabulary and language
structures within the timeframe.
He is able to extract meaning from texts ( get the conclusion).
He is able to read and understand simple texts (such as a story).
- He is able to understand main and child ideas of texts.
%’ @ He is able to derive meanings from reading texts.
< He is able to get fully understand in descriptive narrative texts.
. He is able to read and understand texts on a wide range of
g familiar and unfamiliar topics.
T He is able to deduce the linguistic equivalent of some linguistic
3 structures and vocabulary.
He is able to read and understand fictional texts (a story).
= He is able to read and understand language within the cultural
£ | framework.
g He is able to read and understand various forms of texts (such
£ as story, song).
[%2]
2
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Speaking Skills:

<] -
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He is able to make a verbal interaction of a number of words
in a specific context.
He is able to form simple and direct questions about essentials.
He is able to answer simple and direct questions about
@ | necessary things.
3 | Heis able to express personal meaning (family, other people)
Z | in simple sentences.
He is able to exchange information directly and simply in
common social activities.
He is able to describe the place in simple sentences.
He is able to relate simple phrases to describe experiences and events.
He is able to talk about familiar topics related to their daily life.
He is able to describe and express his impression about a story.
£ | Heis able to narrate and describe a situation / story within key
S | time frames (past, present, future).
g He is able to speak easily when dealing with routine tasks
£ | (asking questions, answering, class sharing).
He is able to talk about general topics related to personal
interests (hobbies, school trip, travel, work).
He is able to speak and interact with a reasonable degree of
fluency that enables him to interact with a native speaker.
o He is able to speak and interact in discussions of popular
= topics.
X T | He is able to control vocabulary and general linguistic
< 2 | structures in use.
b 3 | Heis able to provide a description within the main timeframes
< | (past, present, future).
He is able to talk about topics related to his interests.
He is able to explain his point of view on a discussion issue.
He is able to show positives and negatives in a debate issue.
He is able to subtly associate his participation with others'
participation in conversations.
s | He is able to present his opinions on various social, political
'S | dssues.
2 | He is able to discuss and articulate his ideas and interests
@ | precisely.
He is able to use basic structures flexibly and effectively for
social, cultural, and professional purposes.
He is able to speak briefly, tell a short story.
He is able to provide a clear, structured, and smooth
— | description.
% He is able to reframe speech smoothly.
El He is able to demonstrate knowledge of and use of language
£ | accurately and competently.
-‘Dﬁ He is able to participate in speaking about different issues in

culturally appropriate ways.

He is able to present his opinions and ideas and defend his
point of view.
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Writing Skills:

Skill

Level

Phrase

Suitable

Not Suitable

Proposed
Adjustment

Delete

WRITING

Novice

He is able to transcribe familiar words and phrases, copy letters,
and syllables.

He is able to write notes in simple words related to the basic needs
of the learner.

He is able to write (postcard, simple message, short note) such
as: Anniversary congratulations.

He is able to fill out forms with personal information such as:
name, nationality, address, as in the hotel, bank form.

He is able to write some simple vocabulary.

He is able to write some simple phrases / sentences.

He is able to write using punctuation marks (period, capital letter,
comma).

He is able to write familiar topics related to the basic needs of the
learner.

He is able to express himself in writing context in which the
language was learned.

Intermediate

He is able to write personal letters describing his experiences.

He is able to ask questions and respond to them in writing.

He is able to write clear text using language on topics related to
his interests and experiences.

He is able to write a CV for employment or other purpose.

He is able to write and describe using timeframes (past, present,
future).

He is able to write an expressive, interconnected, simple
paragraph about his personal interests, daily routines, situations
and events.

He is able to form phrases, sentences, questions, on topics related
to his interests.

Advanced

He is able to write a report and justify his point of view on it.

He is able to write a letter highlighting the learner's personal
experiences.

He is able to write a general summary on a general topic.

Supervisor

He is able to write a letter on complex topics.

He is able to write a report on a complex topic.

He is able to express himself through clear, well-written text.

He is able to write with a high degree of mastery in grammar.

He is able to choose the appropriate writing style for the target
reader.

Distinguished

He is able to write letters, reports or articles that are presented in
an attractive manner that helps the reader to pay attention and
remember important points.

He is able to write analytically on literary, professional, and
societal topics.

He is able to write short text / short story.
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Other Notes:
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Abstract

Theoretical background: The process of designing and developing the Palestinian
English language curricula is an important work in the basic educational stages, especially
the sixth grade, It is considered as a transitional stage for the learner to the higher
educational stages , and like other Arab countries and in Palestine in particular, English
Is taught as a second language, as students face difficulty and weakness in Learning it,
which constitutes awe and fear for students to learn it at this stage, and if they learn it,
they do not reach the competency necessary to use it, and consequently, a deficit is formed
in the outputs of language learning, which is controlling it and then mastering it. From
here, the process of analyzing and evaluating the Palestinian English language curriculum
for the sixth grade was carried out according to the language proficiency standards of the
American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) for non-native
speakers to identify weaknesses and work to avoid them and the strengths of the

curriculum and work to strengthen them.

Purpose of the Study: This study aimed to find out the degree of availability of language
proficiency standards in the Palestinian English language curriculum for sixth grade
based on the standards of the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages(ACTFL).

Methodology: a descriptive evaluative approach was developed, in which the researcher
chose the translated version (Arabic/ English) of the language proficiency criteria, placed
these criteria in a content analysis card to identify their availability. The study population
and it’s sample consist of Palestinian English Language Curriculum for sixth grade; parts
A and B. Where the paragraph (which emerged in the curriculum as content forms such

as, exercise, question, text, image, activity, and story/song) was adopted as an analysis

b



unit of the curriculum, the categories of the analysis were determined according to the
content forms mentioned in the curriculum (exercise, question, text, image, activity,

story/song).

Results: The study found that the general average of the availability of the four language
skills in the Palestinian English language curriculum reached (25%)with an acceptable
grade. The distribution of the four language skills (listening, reading, speaking, and
writing) is uneven. As the reading skill got the highest percentage of (39.3%) with a good
grade, it was followed by the writing skill of a percentage of (30.1%) with high acceptable
grade. While the listening skill got a percentage of (18.7%) with a weak grade closer to
acceptable, the speaking skill got the lowest percentage of (11.8%) and the grade was

weak.

Conclusion: In general, the analysis of the curriculum according to the Language
Proficiency Standards (ACTFL) showed that there is a discrepancy in the distribution of
the four language skills (reading, writing, listening, and speaking) in the Palestinian

English Language Curriculum for the sixth grade.

Key Words: Basic English Language Skills, English Language Curriculum for Sixth
Grade, Language Proficiency Standards of American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages (ACTFL).



