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Abstract

This study was aimed to identify the professional competencies of gifted
students’ teachers from teachers’ and educational supervisors’ points of
view. To accomplish the objective of this study, the researcher employed a
qualitative and quantitative research design. This was represented in the
design of the two study tools, the questionnaire and the interview. The
questionnaire included (50) items distributed on the two domains of the
study, namely: self-professional competencies and teaching professional
competencies as well as the interview tool. The validity and reliability of the
two tools were verified. The study was conducted on all the teachers of
private schools in East Jerusalem, in a total number of (1967) male and
female teachers. The questionnaire was distributed electronically to a sample
of (313) respondents, according to the simple random sampling method, and
interviews were conducted with a number of educational supervisors in East
Jerusalem schools, in a total number of (8) educational supervisors, during

the second semester of the year 2020-2021.

The study revealed that the Attitudes of East Jerusalem private school
teachers towards the total degree of self-professional competencies for

teachers of gifted students came to a high degree. Moreover, the aattitudes’



of East Jerusalem private school teachers towards the total degree of
professional teaching competencies for teachers of gifted students came to a
very high degree and that There are no statistically significant differences at
the level of significance (o < 0.05) in the average responses of the study
sample members about the self-professional and teaching competencies of
teachers of gifted students from the points of view of East Jerusalem private
school teachers due to demographic variables (gender, educational
qualification, and years of experience). The results also revealed that the
educational supervisors’ answers to the interview questions indicated that
the most important competencies that a teacher of gifted students should
possess are to have good knowledge about gifted students, their
characteristics, needs, and ways of caring for them. They also pointed out
the importance of the teachers’ intelligence and flexibility, in addition to the
importance of the teachers’ ability to manage the educational material and
take into account the individual differences between their students and their

needs when developing, implementing and evaluating educational plans.

In the light of this study, it is clear that there is an essential need to work on
introducing the concept of “talent” and its types, in addition to the
characteristics and traits of gifted students within the teacher qualification
and preparation programs in national universities. Furthermore, there is a
necessity for training courses for teachers regarding the discovery and care

of gifted students.



