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A Study in Islamic Authoritative Political Discourse in Palestine and 
its Effect on Hammas and Islamic Jihad Political  Practice 

By 
Khaled Ali Muhammad Zawwawi 
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Dr. Othman Othman 

Abstract 

This study addressed the referentiality of the Islamic political 

discourse in Palestine and its impact on the political practice of both Hamas 

and Islamic Jihad Movements. The study relied on analyzing text produced 

by both movements and extracting the concepts that form their political and 

intellectual discourse since intellect can not be separated from policy.  

The study consists of seven chapters and the preliminary chapters 

which are considered an introduction to the main chapters. Those chapters 

discussed the theoretical frame in which the theoretical structure and study 

methodology are determined. In addition to the specific definition of the 

discourse through discussing a number of determinations of this concept by 

different scholars. In the second chapter the researcher discussed discourse 

in Islam and the ambiguity of this discourse according to Islamic thinkers. 

He also explained the characteristics of this concept according to those 

scholars.  

Moreover, the researcher discussed the Islamic political discourse 

and the conditions of its production according to Hasan Al Banna through 

reviewing the theories that addressed the emergence of this kind of 

discourse. In the third chapter, the researcher described and talked about 

the Islamic political discourse in Palestine since the beginnings of the 20th 

century until the eighth decade of this century.  
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He also discussed the movements and individuals who had political 

role that was based on Islamic principles and explained the experience of 

the Muslim Brotherhood Movement (Al-Ikhwan Al-Muslimeen) being the 

only group that had a clear intellectual basis. 

The fourth, fifth and sixth chapters were dedicated to the Islamic 

Jihad in Palestine in which the researcher discussed the stages of its 

intellectual development. In the fourth chapter, the researcher explained the 

intellectual and methodological establishment stage between 1975-1991; 

this is the period during which Fathi Al Shuqaqi's speeches and discourse 

prevailed. This stage was characterized by having the legal referentiality 

the basis for the theoretical foundation which is different from the Ikhwani 

concept.  

In the fifth chapter, the researcher discussed the changes that affected 

the political discourse of the Muslim Brotherhood Movement and its 

referential platforms. He also explained how this discourse was established 

on the basis of policy rather than ideology. The researcher further discussed 

the stage which Khalifa Al-Shuqaqi led and Ramadan Abdallah Shallah , 

the Second Secretary of the Islamic Jihad Movement, and explained his 

hesitation between political and legitimate referentialities and how did his 

position towards the legislative elections in 2006, the Detainees Document, 

Liberation Organization, and the intra-Palestinian dialogue. 

In the final chapter the researcher discussed the referentiality of the 

political discourse of Hamas Movement (Islamic Resistance Movement) 

through analyzing the text that it produced internally or through the text or 
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agreements that it signed such as the Covenant, the Detainees Document, 

and Mecca Agreement.  

He also examined the impact of these things on Hamas's positions 

towards dialogue, the truce, the Liberation Organization and the 2006 

legislative elections. Through this chapter, the researcher was able to 

discover that Hamas has been loyal to its positions and stances that were 

included in the Covenant. The study also found that the most important 

change and transformation in the history of Hamas's political discourse was 

its signing on Mecca Agreement according to which Hamas respected the 

agreements that were signed between Israel and the Liberation 

Organization.  
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