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THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT IN PALESTINE AND ITS ROLE IN
CONSOLIDATING THE PALESTINIAN NATIONAL STRUGGLE
BETWEEN 1929-1944

By
Khaled Mahmoud Awad
Supervisor
Dr. Samah Saleh

Abstract

This study seeks to examine the role of Palestinian women in the feminist movement from
the early twentieth century onward, with particular emphasis on their political and social
consciousness, which developed in response to the reforms enacted by the Ottoman
Constitution of 1908. This constitutional reform facilitated the expansion of educational
opportunities for women and empowered their involvement in the national resistance
against British colonial rule and Zionist settlement. Palestinian women were instrumental
in the 1929 Buraq Uprising as well as the Great Palestinian Revolt of 1936—-1939.

Despite encountering social and class-based discrimination, Palestinian women played a
pioneering role in political and social activism and significantly contributed to the

development of Palestinian national identity.

Owing to the limited availability of primary sources and information concerning the
women’s national struggle during this period, this study is dedicated to examining the
early stages of the feminist movement in Palestine. Discourse analysis was employed as
the most appropriate methodological approach for this investigation. The study concludes
that the conferences in which the feminist movement participated were instrumental to
both the national and pan-Arab struggles. The women involved in these conferences
successfully foregrounded political issues that were as significant as other causes they
championed, including gender equality and social justice. This era of Palestinian feminist
voluntary activism during the British Mandate period fostered a heightened feminist
consciousness and maturity. Consequently, this development facilitated the establishment
of a network of women’s institutions and organizations, which played a critical role in
empowering women and promoting their integration into political, social, and economic

domains.

Keywords: Palestinian women, feminist movements, political consciousness, discourse

analysis, national identity.



