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Abstract

This study attempts to highlight the risks that the Palestinian citizen is exposed to as a
result of the presence of multiple sources of weather forecasts that differ in their
accuracy and ability to diagnose the size of the expected risks related to the weather
conditions. The researcher used the quantitative and qualitative descriptive approaches
to collect data using three instruments: (questionnaire, structured interview, and
observation). The study sample were selected by the cluster method, (646) electronic
questionnaires were distributed, and the SPSS program was used to process and analyze
the collected data. The researcher also conducted interviews with five decision makers
from the relevant institutions and used frequencies and percentages to analyze them.
The researcher also reviewed, through observation, some facts during the year 2022 in
order to support the results of the questionnaire and interviews. The study has come up
with many conclusions:

The quantitative data results showed that the Palestinian citizen shows a high interest in
following up the information circulated on weather forecasts from multiple sources, and
from these sources, the citizen is exposed to rumors. The Palestinian citizen is aware of
the risks that may result from severe weather conditions, but the multiplicity of weather
forecast sources in Palestine causes them (citizens) to be distracted in making the
appropriate decision and affects both the effectiveness of civil defense instructions and
the decisions of the Palestinian government regarding severe weather cases. The
Palestinian citizen uses social media to a high degree in following up weather news, and

local weather forecasts, and there is an effect of demographic variables (gender, age) in



their use of various means in following up local weather news, but there is no effect of

demographic variables (educational level, residential area, nature of work).

The qualitative data results also showed that there is a discrepancy in the information
provided by the unofficial sources of weather forecasts in Palestine in terms of accuracy
and objectivity, while the accuracy of the official source's forecasts reaches a high
percentage and its information is objective.

The researcher presented a set of recommendations based on the results of the study.
Adopting a single source for dissemination weather-related information in Palestine,
which is the official source represented by the Palestinian Meteorological Department,
through approving regulatory laws and imposing regulatory and legal procedures for
practicing weather forecasting outside the framework of the official institution.
Developing the means and methods used by the Palestinian meteorology in conveying
its message to the citizen by getting blue verification badge on the Facebook account of
the Palestinian meteorology, so that the citizen can distinguish it from unreliable
sources, and focus more on the use of contemporary digital media to communicate the
message to the citizens, and the creation of brochures, workshops and shows TV
broadcasts in order to raise awareness of the risks of relying on unreliable sources and

being drawn into weather-related rumors.
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