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Abstract

This work is dedicated to consolidating the human dimension and the deep philosophical
rationale of higher human values, mainly through their typological models and their basis
in popular heritage the predominant one being the Palestinian proverbial model. It also
underscores that there are common human trains of thought that shared values lead to in

different countries and cultures.

Of course, countries can differ in how much they observe, enforce, or apply these values,
but it is beyond doubt that they all have them and employ them to varying degrees.

The paper is both theoretical and empirical. It examines the trinity of human values as
conceived by Barton Perry the values of Goodness, Truth, and Beauty and applies that
structure to the rich soil of Palestinian proverbs. Though short, they contain deep
meanings that remain relevant through generations. As sources, they help provide one of
the spurs or keys to their value a well from which to thirst as well as imbibe; but more
than that, they represent an authenticity of value, an encapsulation of the wisdom of the
ancients, the transparent simplicity of their thought, and the natural reality of their insight
as they approach life with honesty, living the reality before them and acting it out in a

concretely written code.

Chapter 1 provides a historical perspective that seeks to identify the roots of common
human values across cultures. The second, third, and fourth chapters then investigate the
extent to which each of the three universal values is apparent in Palestinian proverbs.

Chapter Two focuses on truth, Chapter Three on goodness, and Chapter Four on beauty.

The study highlights that human values are embedded within Palestinian society and that
Palestinians, like any other people, have an allegiance to the notions of truth, goodness,
and beauty. They are a peace-loving people who value fair play, and they are patrons of

charity and lovers of beauty.



Additionally, the paper, by discussing dialectical opposites, attempts to address the crisis
in values in different civilizations throughout ancient and modern times. It recognizes
that neither absolute goodness, nor absolute truth, nor absolute beauty stands alone. For
example, evil has existed since the beginning of humanity, as documented in the narrative

of Cain slaying Abel.

Rather than formulating an idealistic utopia of values, the study seeks to project and
underline higher human values rather than their opposites as found in Palestinian
proverbs. It hopes to elucidate the nexus between enduring human values and the
collective human memory, which is materialized in proverbs and maintains its vitality

under the current dangerous circumstances that pose a serious threat to their erosion.

Chapter 1 offers a historical overview intended to trace the origins of shared human
values in a variety of cultures. The second, third, and fourth chapters analyze the extent
to which each of these three universal values appears throughout the body of Palestinian
proverbs: “truth” (Chapter Two), “goodness” (Chapter Three), and “beauty” (Chapter

Four).

This leads us to emphasize that humankind's values are entrenched in Palestinian society
and that Palestinians, like other nations, are bound to the ideals of truth, goodness, and
beauty. They are a peaceable and fair-dealing people, generous in charity and

appreciative of beauty.

Furthermore, the paper, through the treatment of dialectical antagonism, seeks to resolve
a crisis in values across various civilizations of the past and present. It insists that there
is no such thing as absolute goodness, truth, or beauty in isolation. For one thing, there

has always been evil since the dawn of man, as seen in the story of Cain and Abel.

Instead of constructing an idealistic, valuative utopia, the study aims to project and
highlight higher human values rather than their opposite, as can be found in Palestinian
proverbs. It intends to demonstrate the connection between human values and collective
memory, which have crystallized into proverbs that remain vivid even in these critical

times, threatening to become extinct.

Keywords: Human values, values of truth, values of goodness, values of beauty,

Palestinian popular proverbs, universal commonality, dialectical opposites.
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