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Abstract

This study sought to capture a Palestinian cinematic vision of the social reality of
Palestine women through the eyes of a prisoner’s wife. It also sought to examine the
extent of the possibility of the new Palestinian cinema to bring together both men and
women from a gender perspective away from the old traditional framework of cinema
framed by national and political issues. To these ends, the study shed light on the
characteristics of cinematic discourse in its treatment of gender issues as highlighted
“Mur and rumamas and the social views of women working in the cinema industry and
then compare them with their male counterparts’ views. In addition, the study
highlighted the capacity and competence of Palestinian women in the film industry and
the prospect of having a Palestinian feminist cinema. The study also touched on the
gender factor in the film industry and the importance of women’s role in this sector
which affects personal and social behavior, thus effecting a change in the stereotypes

about them and creating an open and a just society for the two sexes.

Based on the study findings, it was found that the new wave in Palestinian cinema has
broken the stereotypes and preconceptions of the Palestinian character in the movie and
moved away from the usual political symbols. It was also found that the new Palestinian
cinema has a cultural and cognitive vision. The society today is more capable of
presenting an image of Palestinian cinema be it of men or women with their attitudes,
variations, positions, experiences, concerns, dreams and hopes. Palestinian cinema has
also become able to define its “borders” and draw up its independence from direct

political statements.

This was manifested in the emergence of culturally active directors independent of
politically stereotyped tendencies. This had had a clear impact and direct reflection on

the portrayal of gender and social issues in movies and in movies revolving around the

heroine in particular.



However, the directors did not confine the characters of the movies to their supposed
social role. Rather, they transcended this pattern and painted other images that opposed
the traditional social perspective which may not necessarily represent the reality of the
Palestinian men and women at all. Therefore, other social gender images/ roles
appeared in the movie. These images and roles reflected the actual roles. Women in the

Palestinian society are now independent liberated, guerrilla/ freedom fighters,

ambitious «daring, balanced and wise.
Men also played other roles in addition to their patriotism. They he appeared
understanding, tolerant and free from social reservations.

Keyword: Gender; feminism; feminist cinema; socialization; Palestinian cinema;

Feminist Movie Theory; Reflection Theory; patriarchy; Social Role Theory.



