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Abstract

Abd al-Ghani Ibn Isma-* il Al-Dimashqi Al-Salihi Al-Hanafi Al-Nagshbandi Al-Qadiri,
widely known as Al-Nabulsi (1050 AH / 1641 CE — 1143 AH / 1730 CE), was a
distinguished Syrian poet, religious scholar, man of letters, and traveler. He was born
and raised in Damascus, where he also received his early education and was initiated
into the Sufi tradition. Throughout his life, Al-Nabulsi undertook numerous journeys
across the Islamic world, traveling to regions such as Istanbul, Lebanon, Palestine,
Egypt, the Arabian Peninsula, and various parts of Greater Syria. Despite these
extensive travels, Damascus remained his home, where he eventually settled and passed

away.

Al-Nabulsi produced a substantial body of scholarly and literary works. Among his
most notable writings are Al-Hadrah al-Unsiyyah fi al-Rihlah al-Qudsiyyah, Tatir al-
Anam, and Miftah al-Ma - iyyah fi Sharh al-Risalah al-Nagshbandiyyah, in addition to
many other contributions. Much of his recognition stems from his travel writings, which
document his journeys that began in Damascus in 1105 AH / 1693 CE. During these
travels, he moved through several regions, first visiting Lebanon before continuing to
Palestine, where he arrived in Acre. From there, he traveled to Nazareth and Nablus,
then proceeded to Jerusalem. His journey continued through Ramla, Lydda, Jaffa, and
Ascalon until he reached Gaza. From Gaza, he traveled onward to Egypt and later to the

Hijaz to perform the Hajj pilgrimage before eventually returning to the Levant.

This study explores the civilizational conditions in Palestine as reflected in the travel
account A/-Haqgigah wa al-Majaz by Shaykh = Abd al-Ghani Al-Nabulsi (d. 1143 AH /
1731 CE). In this narrative, al-Nabulsi provides valuable insights into the historical and
administrative geography of the region. He describes Palestine’s diverse physical
landscape, including its plains, mountains, and forests, as well as its water resources

such as wvalleys, springs, and rivers. His observations also extend to administrative

b



structures and terminology, referring to the organization of cities, towns, and villages.
Furthermore, the account sheds light on aspects of social life, including local

celebrations and beliefs associated with saints.

Al-Nabulsi also offered detailed descriptions of the religious landmarks he encountered
during his travels. These included mosques, domes, mihrabs, Sufi lodges (zawiyas),
shrines, sanctuaries, and tombs. In addition, he documented other architectural features
such as monasteries, churches, schools, and bathhouses, providing a broader picture of

the built environment in the region.

In composing his travel narrative, al-Nabulsi adopted a method that emphasized
recording specific times and places while incorporating the experiences and
observations of those who accompanied him on his journeys. His travels were motivated
not only by curiosity and a love of exploration but also by spiritual aspirations. He
sought to visit revered saints and seek blessings at their graves, reflecting the strong
Sufi dimension of his personality—a dimension that is also evident in his poetry. At the
same time, he demonstrated a keen interest in meeting scholars from different regions

and enjoyed the cultural and intellectual exchange that accompanied travel.

Methodologically, this study employs a descriptive-analytical historical approach. It
analyzes the text of A/-Hagqiqah wa al-Majaz by Shaykh = Abd al-Ghani al-Nabulsi and
extracts the information related to Palestine. These materials are categorized and
examined to highlight the geographical, civilizational, and architectural aspects
presented in his journey, while also comparing them with relevant historical sources and

scholarly studies.

The study concludes that Al-Nabulsi’s travel account represents an important historical
source for understanding the civilizational conditions in Palestine during the
seventeenth century. His narrative offers detailed observations of the region’s
geographical features, urban and rural settlements, religious sites, and architectural
structures, including mosques, Sufi lodges, schools, and other institutions. As such, his
work provides valuable insights into the cultural and historical landscape of Palestine

and serves as a significant resource for the study of its civilizational history.

Keywords: Abd al-Ghani al-Nabulsi, Palestine, Travel Literature, AI-Hagigah wa al-
Majaz, Islamic Geography, Ottoman Palestine.



