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Abstract

This thesis sought to examine the extent to which public-school principals in Tulkarm
Governorate adhere to ethical leadership, as perceived by teachers, as well as the extent
to which public-school teachers themselves commit to professional ethics. Additionally,
the study aimed to explore the relationship between principals’ commitment to ethical
leadership and teachers’ adherence to professional ethics. Furthermore, it investigated the
influence of various demographic and professional variables—including gender,
academic qualification, school level, years of service, and specialization—on teachers’
perceptions regarding the practice of ethical leadership and professional ethics among

public-school educators in Tulkarm Governorate.

To achieve the research objectives, a descriptive analytical methodology was employed.
Data were collected using a structured questionnaire. The study population comprised all
public school teachers in the Tulkarm Governorate, totaling 3,570 individuals, according
to the Ministry of Education and Higher Education statistics for the academic year 2024—
2025. A stratified random sample of 346 teachers was selected for the study.

The findings indicated that the level of ethical leadership exhibited by public school
principals in Tulkarm Governorate, as perceived by teachers, was 3.86, corresponding to
a high rating. Additionally, the overall degree of teachers' commitment to professional
ethics was 4.29, reflecting a very high rating. The results further demonstrated that there
were no statistically significant differences in ethical leadership and its dimensions
among public school principals from the teachers’ perspective, with respect to the
variables of gender, academic qualification, school level, years of service, and

specialization.



The results indicated statistically significant differences in the domain of professional
ethics and its subdomains among public-school teachers in Tulkarm Governorate based
on the variable of gender, with the exception of the domain concerning teachers'
professional and ethical practices; these differences favored female teachers.
Additionally, significant differences were observed in professional ethics and its
subdomains according to the variable of school level, favoring teachers in public basic
schools. Differences were also found based on years of service, with those having less
than eight years of experience demonstrating higher scores. Conversely, no statistically
significant differences were identified in professional ethics and its subdomains with

respect to the variables of academic qualification and specialization.

The results also demonstrated a positive correlation between ethical leadership and
teachers’ professional ethics, indicating that a greater commitment to ethical leadership
by public-school principals in the Tulkarm Governorate corresponds to a higher level of

teachers’ adherence to professional ethics.

The study recommended the implementation of training programs and courses
specifically designed for teachers with extensive experience to encourage their adherence

to professional ethics.

Keywords: ethical leadership, professional ethics, Tulkarm Governorate, public schools,

descriptive analytical methodology, teacher commitment



