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Abstract

This study investigates maintenance claims and the legal defenses associated with
them, both from procedural and substantive perspectives, as well as their applications
within the Shari'a Court of Ramallah and Al-Bireh during the period from 2018 to 2022.
The significance of this research is underscored by the rising incidence of family disputes
in society. The researcher has organized the study into five principal sections: the first
section analyzes the nature of legal claims, including their types and requisite conditions;
the second section defines maintenance, its various forms, and its legal foundations. The
third section delves into the concept of legal defenses, encompassing their types and legal
underpinnings. Subsequently, the fourth section is specifically focused on the defenses
raised in maintenance cases. Finally, the fifth section presents the judicial applications of
the defenses raised against maintenance claims as adjudicated by the Shari‘a Court of
Ramallah and Al-Bireh from 2018 to 2022.

The objective of this study is to elucidate the characteristics of maintenance claims and
to clarify the litigation processes involved in presenting such cases before the Shari‘a
Courts. This includes an examination of the procedures for filing claims, the legal
protocols adhered to until a verdict is rendered, and the significance of evidence and proof

in the establishment of rights.

The research utilizes both descriptive and inductive methods. The descriptive method
presents and examines factual information, while the inductive method traces the various
types of maintenance cases in the Shari‘a court of Ramallah and Al-Bireh. Furthermore,
the study employs statistical and analytical techniques to perform a statistical analysis of
the cases and to conduct a critical analysis of the findings.



The present study further examines the defenses presented in maintenance claims by
delineating these defenses, classifying them, and analyzing the management of both
procedural and substantive defenses within the judicial system, as well as the legal
procedures adhered to until a verdict is rendered. The study culminates in several key

conclusions, the most notable of which are:

Maintenance claims are classified as urgent matters within Shari‘a courts due to their
sensitive and complex nature. These claims directly impact the rights of individuals

entitled to maintenance, thereby granting them precedence over other types of claims.

Maintenance claims exhibit a notable degree of leniency, with numerous cases extending
over 20 sessions or more, despite the potential for resolution within one or two sessions.
This protraction is primarily attributed to frequent adjournments and extended intervals

between court hearings.

Keywords: maintenance claims, Shari'a Court, legal defenses, family disputes, litigation

procedures, judicial applications.



