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Abstract

This dissertation studies the Handicrafts that people who lived and
visited Nablus mastered from 1831 until 1918 AD. The period of the study
is one of the most important periods in the history of the city; because it is
right after the start of the European Industrial Revolution, which started in
the mid of 18" Century. The revolution had changed the balance of global
economic, social and political powers and had affected Handicrafts
globally and locally. Palestine and its cities, especially Nablus that is well
known for its economic role, were affected by the revolution as well. The
aim of this study is to identify one of the economic cornerstones of the city
which is Handicrafts. They have contributed in the external and internal

Handicrafts

by relying on primary sources represented by the Nablus Sharia
Court records, Nablus municipality books, memoirs, and history and
traveler books. The general context of the crafts system in the city indicates
that it included thirty four Handicrafts, which are divided into the following
sections: the food industry, soap manufacturing, health services, textile,
sewing and leather manufacturing, and the crafts and industries of

construction and architecture.



All of the previously mentioned Handicrafts were produced and done
by the craftsmen of the city and the ones who visited it. They benefited
from the accumulated experiences they got from various Ottoman states,
especially the Arabian ones. In addition to that, the industrial revolution
had contributed in developing the techniques of craftsmanship. Besides
relying on the tools and raw materials that were produced by the city and
its country side, they also imported materials from south of the Levantine
like: wool, oil, limestone and lye. Importing products from different
countries and the rise of the machines, due to the Industrial Revolution,
have impacted the Handicrafts system negatively, and laborers were

replaced with machines.

Despite all the change that happened, the city was well known and it
excelled in three main crafts, which are: sweets manufacturing especially
Kunafe, soap manufacturing which was positively affected by the Industrial
Revolution and the construction craft that was practiced on a large-scale of
the city and southern regions of the Levantine. Unlike the soap
manufacturing techniques, both of the Kunafe and construction crafts
techniques had moved to the neighboring cities. Meanwhile, Handicrafts
received great attention from the Ottoman official establishment, especially
from the clergy and the municipality, as well as social bodies, and the work
of craftsmen and health services, textile, sewing and leather’s makers,

among others, flourished during the period of the study.



