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Abstract

This thesis examines the criminal provisions governing electoral offenses in Palestinian
legislation, with a focus on both the substantive and procedural dimensions of legal
protection afforded to the electoral process. The study aims to evaluate the effectiveness
of existing legal texts in safeguarding the integrity of elections and ensuring the free
will of voters. It does so by analyzing the concept of electoral offenses, their subject
matter, and the legally protected interest, in addition to examining the elements of these
offenses, their various forms, and the penalties prescribed for them, as well as the

mechanisms for their prosecution.
To achieve these objectives, the study is divided into four main chapters:

Chapter One presents the general framework of the research, outlining the problem
statement, its significance, objectives, and methodology, together with the theoretical

background related to the criminal protection of the electoral process.

Chapter Two is dedicated to analyzing the substantive criminal rules related to electoral
offenses. It examines the legal basis of criminal protection, the definition and
characteristics of electoral offenses, and their three constituent elements: the legal
element, the material element, and the mental element. The chapter also discusses the
principal types of electoral offenses under Palestinian law—such as electoral bribery,
coercion, fraud, and manipulation of election results—and concludes with an
assessment of the adequacy of the prescribed penalties in achieving deterrence and

preserving electoral integrity.

Chapter Three addresses the procedural rules governing the prosecution of electoral
offenses. It explores investigative and evidence-gathering procedures, the authorities
responsible for conducting inquiries, and the stages of criminal proceedings, from

investigation and methods of proof to trial. This chapter emphasizes the importance of

b



integrating substantive and procedural rules to ensure effective protection of the

electoral process and to prevent offenders from escaping accountability.

Chapter Four presents the study’s conclusions and recommendations. The findings
indicate that Palestinian legislation provides an important legal framework for
criminalizing acts that undermine the integrity of elections; however, it still requires
development in several areas, particularly those related to coercion offenses and digital
electoral crimes. The study also recommends strengthening penalties to reflect the
seriousness of offenses that infringe upon the democratic system, enhancing monitoring
and investigative mechanisms, and modernizing legal provisions to keep pace with
technological and political developments—thereby ensuring stronger protection of

voters' freedom and the integrity of the electoral process.

Keywords: criminal protection, electoral offenses, Palestinian legislation, electoral

integrity, procedural law.



