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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the predictive ability of Arabic language teachers’
perceptions in intermediate schools in the Galilee regarding interdisciplinary education
in enhancing students’ creative and critical thinking. The predictive correlational
descriptive approach was employed, as it enables the quantitative description of
educational phenomena and the analysis of relationships between independent and
dependent variables. To achieve this objective, a questionnaire was developed for data

collection after verifying its validity and reliability.

The study population consisted of Arabic language teachers in intermediate schools
within the Arab education system in the Galilee, and a voluntary sample of (364) male
and female teachers was selected. The results indicated that teachers’ perceptions of
interdisciplinary education were at a high level (M = 4.00), with higher ratings for items
related to integrating different knowledge domains and promoting twenty-first century
skills, while the item related to teacher collaboration in planning interdisciplinary
activities ranked last (M = 3.62). The findings also showed that students’ critical
thinking skills were at a high level with a mean score of (3.44), with analysis and
comprehension skills ranking highest (M = 3.51), whereas evaluation and decision-
making skills ranked lowest (M = 3.39). Results related to creative thinking indicated a
moderate level (M = 3.39), with flexibility and originality scoring higher, alongside a

need to further enhance fluency skills.

The results of the four-way ANOVA analysis revealed no statistically significant
differences in teachers’ perceptions of interdisciplinary education or in students’ levels
of critical or creative thinking according to the wvariables of gender, academic

qualification, job title, and years of service.



Furthermore, predictive analysis results demonstrated a statistically significant
predictive ability of interdisciplinary education in developing students’ critical and
creative thinking, with correlation coefficients reaching (R = 0.565, R* = 0.319) for
critical thinking and (R = 0.550, R? = 0.302) for creative thinking. This indicates that
interdisciplinary education explains 31.9% of the variance in critical thinking and

30.2% of the variance in creative thinking.

The study concluded that interdisciplinary education represents an effective approach
for enhancing students’ thinking skills. Accordingly, key recommendations include
strengthening collaborative planning among teachers in light of the relatively low mean
score of collaboration, and placing greater emphasis on developing evaluation and
fluency skills, which appeared at comparatively lower levels. The findings also open
avenues for future experimental studies to examine the practical impact of

interdisciplinary education through direct application.

Keywords: Predictive Ability, Interdisciplinary Education, Creative Thinking, Critical

Thinking, Predictive Power.



