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Abstract

This study aimed to find out how the Israeli colonial entity employed digital public
relations during its wars against the Palestinian people in Gaza Strip, its purposes, the
implications of this employment, and what this employment says about the field of
public relations itself in light of its historical and functional relationship to the field of

propaganda.

The study posed several questions using the descriptive analytical method, and based on
the data of the theory of mental image reform, Aristotle’s model of persuasion, in
addition to some important data of the “theory of cultural colonialism”, and a content
analysis of the “Avichai Adraee’s” account on Facebook, with a stratified random
sample of 95. It also conducted interviews with a purposive sample of 4 specialized

experts.

One of the most prominent results of the study was that the military spokesman
frequently resorted to concealing or falsifying important facts. The Israeli entity has
come to employ strategies to restore its mental image and persuasive strategies as
starting points from which it establishes the plausibility and legitimacy of the Zionist
narrative of the conflict. In this regard, the results of the study showed that the Israeli
enemy relied on two strategies: denial and blaming others in a clear and repeated
manner, supported by its reliance on employing emotion (pathos) as the main persuasive

element, instead of employing the elements of credibility (ethos) and facts (logos).

The study also showed that there is strong evidence for the plausibility of the hypothesis
of functional and historical identification between the fields of public relations and
propaganda, and deprives each of them of an exaggerated claim that there is

professional ethics regulating the behavior of theorists in both fields. This necessarily

b



requires reconsidering the structure and content of university programs related to the

field of public relations, whether at the undergraduate or graduate levels.

Keywords: public relations, digital public relations, propaganda, the colonial entity,

war (legitimate war, aggressive war), Avichai Adraee, reforming the image.



