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Abstract

This study aimed at examining the patterns of Palestinian leadership at
various stages as an important element in analyzing the delay and the
stumbling of the Palestinian national liberation movement through the
utilization of multiple theories of leadership styles during the period of
1917-2015. The study also dealt with the question of how the Palestinian
political leadership has played a key role in the delay and the stumbling of

the liberation of Palestine.

The study began with asking several questions: How the various
Palestinian leadership styles have contributed to the depth of the crises and
to the delayed in agreeing on a common liberation platform. In addition,
the study examined the structure and the characteristics of the Palestinian
leadership style at every stage and how this leadership has failed to achieve

its objectives.

The study assumed the different types of Palestinian political leadership,
which has derived its legitimacy from different sources such as the
traditional sources, the charismatic sources, and even the rational sources.

All these sources have produced environments led to multiple factions or



groups among Palestinian, individualistic leadership, and even a monolithic

vision. Finally, favoritism has led to the retreat of the liberation strategy.

This type of environment has limited the organizational and organizational
capacities of the Palestinian National Movement. This has led to the
rewriting of the national constitution several times. The study is organized
into three main chapters. The first chapter dealt with the nature of the
Palestinian leadership before the emergence of the Palestine Liberation
Organization and after the emergence of the organization during the period
of 1917-1968. The second chapter covers the restructuring of the
Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) and also it covers the attempts
of serval Palestinian factions to take control of the organization between
during the period of 1969-1993. The third chapter covers the period of the
Oslo Accords and the subsequent changes in Palestinian leadership and the
changes in the Palestinian liberation and national movement during the

period of 1993 — 2015.
The study reached several conclusions among them:

First, the Palestinian leadership has historically been linked to their
political parties’ principles rather than linking themselves to the vision of
national liberation. This has caused the Palestinian leadership to enter into

conflict with each other due to their loyalty to their political parties.

Second: The multiple factions have weakened the ability of the Palestinian
political system, including both the PLO and the Palestinian Authority. The

PLO itself lost its democratic spirit and did not renew its leadership due to
C



differences among its members and due to the adopted quota system. This

has allowed one faction to control of the PLO.

Third: The conflict among the factions and the struggle for leadership
during different periods of time led foreign forces to the exploit the

situation for the purpose of controlling the Palestinian cause.

Fourth: Unilateral control of one faction of the Palestinian leadership
during the various time periods including during the British mandate
period, and view of each faction of the relationship with the Zionism
movement and countries with big powers caused the Palestinian leadership
to adopt the arms struggle as a way to liberate Palestine. Then the same

leadership adopted a peaceful strategy to liberate Palestine.

Currently there are two powers. O ne controlling the Palestine Authority
and adopting peace without arms struggle as a means of liberation whereas
the other power is represented by Hamas which calls for arms struggle and

reject the call for peaceful statement.



