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Abstract

This study researched into the stereotypical roles and images the Palestinian popular
proverbs have established for women. To that end, the researcher conducted an analysis
of a number of popular proverbs (popular texts) as models to address the women's

image and gender identity in Palestine society.

Aims of the Study: This study sought to find out the extent of the proverb ability and
its influence on society to shape the women's roles and determine their status at the
societal level. This was in addition to finding out the things Palestine women have done
to change the common stereotypical image in the proverbs. The study also examined the
extent of the proverb ability to shape the role of women and their images, in their
respective communities, to learn about the extent of influence of the stereotypical roles

of women on their social upbringing.

Study Methodology: To achieve the aims of the study, the researcher used the
quantitative approach. She administered the study to a selected sample of archived
Palestinian popular proverbs which dwelt on the role of women and their image in their

communities, and the special identity the proverbs have drawn for them.

Study Findings: After analysis of the popular proverbs about women, the researcher
found that the popular proverb played a big role in drawing up a special identity for
females over their stages of life from moment of their birth to moment of their death.
She also found no change in texts, readings and analyses of popular proverbs over time.
They have embodied the reproductive role of women despite development and change
in courses of life. The researcher also found that the majority of women adapted to the
image drawn for them by their communities. They practiced and experienced their
traditional roles convincingly despite the changes the feminist revolutions have tried to

make. However, the search for a marriage opportunity and reproduction have always

b



been the proverbs on which women have depended, let alone many other proverbs
which encourage getting young girls married in lieu of their education in line with many

proverbs which have underestimated the value of an academic degree for girls.

Study Conclusions and Recommendations: The researcher stresses the importance of
giving a positive image about women and their important roles in their communities.
This is in addition to raising awareness and education of all people, through counseling
courses, workshops and seminars on women to reduce some stereotypes about women
and wrong forms of culture. The researcher also suggests activating the role of mass
media in shedding more light on women's achievements. This can be through
broadcasting stories of proverbs which have successful plots. She also suggests
shedding light on all aspects of life by raising counter proverbs about reproduction,
marriage, importance of giving birth to males, involving men in seminars and
workshops on social upbringing side by side with women, to high- light the importance
and role of proverbs in fostering education and upbringing and accordingly draw

attention to proverbs which must be reconsidered.

Keywords: Quantitative approach; Palestinian popular proverbs; roles; women; gender

identity.



