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Abstract
The aim of the study was to investigate the extent to which the Personal
Status Law adopted in Palestine may coincide with the international
women's rights standards set out in the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), specifically
speaking after the increasing demand from women's institutions and human
rights associations to amend the personal status law in order to suit the
implementation of CEDAW, which was signed without reservations, as it
emphasizes equality between women and men and the elimination of
manifestations of discrimination, since the Personal Status Law affects the
legal status of women and provides their rights, which are applied in the

Shari'a courts.

It is necessary to change some of the articles that may conflict with
CEDAW so that they can be applied anddoes not contradict Islamic law,
which is the basis governing personal status law. So, what is needed is to
find real compromise solutions to harmonize the law and to overcome the

conflict between the CEDAW Convention and the Personal Status Law.



The study was divided into an introduction and then an introductory
chapter and another two chapters. The first chapter discussed the rights of
women between the CEDAW Convention and the personal status law
adopted in Palestine in terms of marriage, divorce, inheritance and the
provisions of each of them, whereas, the second chapter dealt with
consensual solutions to amend the personal status law adopted in Palestine
in line with CEDAW, discussing the proposed amendments to the Personal
Status Law in force in Palestine and the items that were supposed to be

reserved before signing the agreement.

The researcher then presented a set of findings and recommendations
through the analytical descriptive approach of the articles of the Personal
Status Law No. (16) of 1976 adopted in Palestine by reference to the
explanations of the law and statements of supreme Judge department and
its comparison with the articles of the convention and its provisions in
order to reach consensus solutions to harmonize the Personal Status Law

with the CEDAW Convention.

The results showed that there was a compatibility between the Convention
and the Personal Status Law and the possibility of amending certain
provisions regarding the age of marriage, polygamy and custody. However,
there was a disagreement on some issues such as guardianship in marriage
and maintenance during marriage and after its dissolution and the right of
divorce and inheritance. This comes in accordance with the different

religious heritage and community culture, where the Convention calls for



equality between men and women which may not be possible and
acceptable in all areas. On e of the main recommendations of the study was
the call for the amendment of the Personal Status Law ,thus, it will not
conflict with Islamic law, which is considered to be one of the sources

Legislation in the Palestinian Basic Law.






