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Abstract

As the title indicates, this study has sought to find out the points of view of
experts, school teachers and parents when it comes to screening gifted
students in the lower primary grades (1-4 grades). To that end, the researcher
has used the Quantitative and qualitative method. For this purpose, she has
used two instruments: the qualitative interview and the quantitative
questionnaire. The population of the study included human resources
experts, professors at Palestinian colleges of education, psychology, and
special needs education. It also included all teachers of lower primary grades
at public schools belonging to the directorates of education of Nablus,
Southern Nablus, Tulkarm, and Jenin and all parents of first-fourth grades:
10, 533 teachers and 70, 562 parents. The total population of the study was
81,095. The researcher chose a purposeful sample of seven experts to
conduct interviews with them. She also developed a 47- item questionnaire
and administered it electronically, after testing its reliability and validity, to

a random sample of 401 teachers and parents.

After data collection and analysis, it was found that the experts’ high interest
was in varying methods of screening the gifted students. They also had great

interest in parents’ nominations. In addition, they supported using
b



intelligence and creative tests and teachers’ nominations to identify gifted
students. However, they considered the academic achievement and peers’
nominations the least important. They justified their judgment and cited a
number of challenges facing the screening process of gifted students. They
also suggested ways to improve the process. The questionnaire four domains
sought to identify the teachers’ points of view concerning the methods of
screening gifted students. After analysis of responses, it was found that there
were no statistically significant differences, in the means of responses of
teachers, which could be attributed to the variables of gender and experience.
However, there were statistically significant differences in the means of
responses due to the academic qualification variable in favor of diploma
holders. In the 35-item questionnaire administered to students’ parents, the
researcher excluded the fourth domain. After analysis of data, no statistically
significant differences in the means of responses were found which could be
attributed to gender and place of living variables. However, there were
statistically significant differences in the means of responses due to the

academic qualification in favor of M.A. holders.

In the light of the study findings, the researcher recommends dissemination
of giftedness culture, training of cadres for the screening of gifted students,

setting up fair and clear-cut policies.



