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Abstract

Al-Jaheth Bin Amro Bin Bahr Bin Mahboub Al-Kinani Al-Faqir Al-Laithi
died in 255 H/869 AD. He is known as Abu Othman and was born in Al-
Basra in 160 H/ 776 AD. He also lived a poor orphan, so his mother took

care of him in their difficult situation.

He has been interested in reading sine he was a child that he attended
learning circles at mosques. However, he worked as a fish and bread seller
in day light and a student in studies councils and poetry councils at night.
Furthermore, he 1s considered one of the Abbasside Era that he has been a

well-rounded scholar.

He was taught by many scholars and religious men that he wrote about 360
books including Al-Haiwan, Al-Bukhala’, Al-Rasael and Al-Bayan wa Al-
Tabyeen. Also, his council was full of listeners and critiques since he was
known for his sense of humor. Furthermore, he had good relationships with
the Abbasside Caliphs and their ministers that the head of the letters
department in the time of Haron Al-Rashid, who died in 173 H/ 809 AD.
Thus, he had a good relationship with Al-Mo’tasem Bel Allah who dies in
227 H/ 842 AD.



In addition, sources indicate that his physical form had a role in his social
life that he was short and had a small head, thin neck, small ears and black
devilish ears. Still, there was a consensus among scholars that he was
smart, intuitive, and honest. Also, he was criticized for his religious
disagreements that he wasn’t trusted by the scholas of the science A/-Jarh

Wa Al-Ta’del or Knowledge of Men because he left charity behind.

He embraced Al-Mo’tazila’s belief that he became on of its leaders and
debaters. Then, he separated from them forming Al-Jahithia group, and
then left this belief in the times of Al-Moutawakel returning to the Sunnie
doctrine. Furthermore, his sources included specific information about the
nature of the Abbasside society as well as its sectors and classes especially
the class of Kalifs, minsters, writers, judges, merchants and commoners
(Al-Souqga). Commoners were called alsouga because the Caliph led them
as he wished. Also, they were known by the insults, bastards that this class
included most of the classes of the state including Arabs, Turks and

Kurdish.

Also, Al-Jaheth spoke of the elements of the population including Arabs
and non-Arabs who had a great influence on the social environment in the
Abbasside state considering the Arabs as the core of the society and their
owners. Furthermore, he stood for classifying people according to their
people which appeared in early 3 H that they were extremists preferring
non-Arabs over them. Besides, he talked about Jews and Christians
including their social status that some of them were servants of kings,

writers of sultans, doctors of the rich and spice dealers.

C



Specifically, he introduced the image of the Abbasside Era in terms of
habits, traditions, marriage, divorce, food, dress, wine drinking, games, fun
councils and musing which was special in the palaces of the Caliphs. Also,

he talked about their religious occasions on Fridays, Al-Adha and Nowruz.

Furthermore, he explored social phenomena in that era including stinginess
specially in his book “Al-Bukhala’” and theft in “Heyal Al-Losos” but it

was missing.

Also, he talked about Al-Ayaboun in Basra society as well as
homosexuality, fornication and castration and their influence on the

society.

In addition, he talked about the healthy aspects that he tackled the issues of
diseases and epidemics, their treatments as well as talking about education.
Thus, he talked about all kinds of knowledge and the methods of teachers

in facing critiques.

Finally, he explored the economic creed in his books since it was important
in the Abbasside society since they took care of agriculture, and
classification, watering methods and the most known crops. Also, he talked
about metallic agriculture, jewels making and introduced a clear image
about other professions such as slaves trading, embroidery, fishing and
service professions. To conclude, he tackled the issue of trade in:” Al-
Tabsor Fe Al-Tijara” and “Risalat Fe Madh Amal Al-Tojar Wa Tham Amal

Al-Sultan as well as his excellence in markets and money deals.



