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Abstract

This study aims to analyze civil liability arising from online publishing within the
legislative frameworks of Palestine, Jordan, and Egypt. It compares recent judicial
decisions to identify the applicable standards for compensation and legal
responsibilities, and it provides practical recommendations for legislative development
to ensure the protection of individuals and the public interest. The legislation in all three
countries consistently holds publishers accountable for any content they disseminate
that causes harm, whether material or moral. However, the extent of liability varies
according to the publisher’s identity, the nature of the content, and the publishing
methods employed. Service providers are generally exempt from liability, except in

instances of negligence following notification of harmful content.

In Palestine, electronic publishing is not governed by specific regulations.
Consequently, this study relies on the Press and Publications Law No. 9 of 1995, the
Civil Offences Law, and the Code of Judicial Rulings. Liability encompasses both
material and moral damages, with the judiciary acknowledging the potential for
compensation for moral damages despite the lack of explicit statutory provisions.
Electronic harm is also recognized as a valid ground for initiating civil litigation.
Furthermore, Palestinian law is applicable in cases of cross-border attacks, as stipulated

in the Palestinian Civil Law Draft No. (4) of 2012.

In Jordan, the legal framework encompasses the Cybercrime Law No. 17 of 2023 as
well as the Jordanian Civil Code. The Jordanian Court of Cassation has established that
publishers bear civil liability for both material and moral damages arising from
electronic publications. Conversely, service providers are exempt from such liability

provided they promptly remove the content upon receiving notification.

In Egypt, the legal framework governing information technology offenses comprises the
Anti-Information Technology Crimes Law No. 175 of 2018 and the Egyptian Civil

Code. Liability of publishers is explicitly defined, considering both the publisher's intent
b



and the effects of the publication. Service providers may also be held liable if they do
not remove the content following an official notification. Egyptian courts place
significant emphasis on the intent and legal context of the publication when

adjudicating compensation claims.

The study concludes that civil liability for electronic publishing is broadly delineated
within three legislative frameworks; however, it necessitates further clarification in
Palestine and Egypt, particularly concerning compensation for moral and ethical
damages. Additionally, service providers require explicit legal mechanisms to ascertain

their liability, especially in cases involving harmful online content.

The study presents several significant recommendations, including the allocation of a
dedicated chapter or the enactment of new legislation to regulate electronic publishing
in Palestine; the explicit provision for compensation related to moral and ethical
damages; the establishment of a governmental platform for receiving complaints; the
clarification of distinctions between the right to reply and the right to correction; the
enhancement of oversight mechanisms for electronic publishing; and the utilization of
experiences from Arab and international contexts to safeguard rights and achieve a

balance between freedom of expression and civil liability.

Keywords: civil liability, online publishing, moral damages, comparative law, service

provider liability, electronic media regulation



