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Abstract

The cultural patterns in a novel are the ideas, values, and beliefs that appear in it,
whether clearly or in hidden ways. They show how the writer sees the world and

influence how readers understand the novel.

Cultural criticism looks at these patterns to see how they shape people’s behavior and
identity. It tries to uncover the deeper meanings that are not directly stated in the text.
Understanding these hidden patterns requires careful reading, since they can be tricky or

hard to notice.

Studying the novels of. Khawla Hamdi helps us understand real issues in Arab societies.
Her stories talk about problems such as the struggle with identity in different cultures,
the connection made between Islam and terrorism, the sterecotypes between Arabs and
Westerners, and the challenges of migration for young Arabs who move to new
countries. She also shows how traditions affect people’s lives and how some face

injustice, like imprisonment, torture, or being ignored for opposing authority.

These topics create a rich space for different cultural ideas to grow. This made the
researcher want to study and analyze them to find the hidden meanings behind the

stories.

The researcher used a cultural criticism method to identify these ideas and show what is

hidden or unspoken in the novels.

Keywords: cultural criticism, hidden pattern, identity, self and the other, alienation,

extremism, class corruption, revolution, political Islam.



