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Abstract

This thesis discusses the subject of Islam and Despotism. It starts with
two basic questions, first, Did the texts of Shari‘a and its interpretations
legitimize and bless despotism, or prohibit and criminalize it. Second,
If Islam and despotism are against each other, what are the practical
mechanisms that Islam brought forth to dry up the resources of

despotism and block the path and to its emergence.

The thesis consists of an introduction, four discussion chapters, and a
conclusion. The first chapter offers a concise explanation of the
philosophy behind the political system in Islam and answers the first
question in the negative, not in the affirmative. The second chapter
endeavors to define political Shura as an integrated political
mechanism and how it helps prevent despotism within the
aforementioned political system. The third chapter deals with the
meaning of Al-Bay'a, and how can be defined as a legal contract
safeguarding against despotism. The fourth and final chapter discusses
the accountability of the ruler as an effective means to obstruct his path
to despotism. It places him under constant scrutiny and observation

obliging him to submit to the rulings of Shari'a texts.



The thesis finally arrives at the conclusion that Islam fought despotism
from the first moment of its conception, actually prevented it, totally
cursed it, gradually stopped it, effectively revoked its authority, and

truly toppled out its masters.

Also, Islam proposed tools, created methods, and developed
mechanisms to prevent the formation and existence of despotism in the
political system, the most important of which are: Al-Shura, Al-Bay'a,
and the Accountability of the Ruler, which was stipulated in the Holy

Quran and the Sunnah.

Moreover, Islam entrusted to Muslims with understanding, action,
application, and development in line with reality, time, place, and
possibility. Therefore, political jurisprudence in Islam was the
jurisprudence of balance between goals, interests, and evils, status and

reality, conditions, and variables.



