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Abstract

This thesis seeks to analyze the legal and procedural protections granted to juvenile
defendants during the preliminary investigation phase within the Palestinian legal
framework, considering both national legislation and international human rights
standards. The importance of this research lies in the preliminary investigation being a
crucial stage in criminal proceedings, during which evidence is gathered and the basis
for trial is established, thereby necessitating enhanced safeguards to protect the

fundamental rights of juveniles.

The researcher employed a descriptive-analytical methodology, examining pertinent
provisions of Palestinian legislation, specifically the Juvenile Protection Law No. (4) of
2016 and the Criminal Procedure Law No. (3) of 2001. This analysis was
complemented by a comparative study of other Arab legislations and international
instruments, notably the Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) and the Beijing
Rules (1985).

The findings indicate that Palestinian legislation incorporates a comprehensive array of
safeguards designed to protect juveniles during preliminary investigations. These
safeguards encompass the right to immediate notification of parents upon arrest; the
right to have parents, legal counsel, and a social worker present during interrogation;
protection against coerced confessions; humane treatment that preserves the dignity of
the juvenile; the exceptional use of pretrial detention with the provision of alternatives;
separation of juveniles from adults in custody; confidentiality of proceedings; reliance

on psychological and social experts; and the right to free legal aid when necessary.



The study, however, identified several gaps and challenges in the practical
implementation of these safeguards, including a limited number of specialized and
trained personnel, insufficient juvenile care institutions, inadequate oversight
mechanisms, a lack of legal awareness among juveniles and their families, and

protracted judicial procedures.

The study concludes with a series of recommendations intended to enhance the
protection of juvenile rights during preliminary investigations. These include expanding
specialized professional capacities, improving social care facilities, strengthening
judicial and administrative oversight, promoting legal awareness among juveniles and
their families, and expediting judicial processes in accordance with the best interests of

the child.

Keywords: juvenile justice; fair trial, preliminary investigation; Palestinian law;

Juvenile Protection Law; best interests of the child; pre-trial detention.



