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Abstract

The study tackles feminist claims and the attitude of a religious organization
towards amending the Personal Status Law currently in force in the Palestinian
territories regarding the marriage section, where political and cultural
conditions prevent some of the law's texts from being amended in the West
Bank. The study assumed that a religious organization had an attitude towards
the claims related to marriage and family relations that were developed as
indicators to measure the religious organization's attitude and identify the
feminist claims. The feminist claims include, among others, freedom of
housing, criminalization of marital rape, regulating polygamy, the mother's
right to custody in the case of her remarrying after divorce, child marriage, the
radical change of laws, the right of guardianship over sons, freedom of
movement and travel, the right of a woman to get married without the presence
or consent of her wali (guardian), her right to file for divorce without her
spouse's involvement or approval, discussing the issue of the woman's right to

marry a man from another religion, and the equality of inheritance.

The study sample consists of 37 scholars from a religious organization and 25
scholars from the female representatives of the feminist sector. A set of

questions were put within paragraphs to measure attitudes according to Likert

B



scale gradation. The study used descriptive analysis to verify the hypothesis of
the disagreement status between a religious organization and feminist claims.
The study proves that the women have claims regarding the marriage issue and
they express these claims to a large extent, except for the matter of marrying a
man from another religion, as it was moderate. Adding to that, the respondents
to the issues of keeping the child in the custody of his/her mother after her
marriage and a woman's rights to get married without the presence or consent
of her wali (guardian) were moderate. On the other hand, the indicators of the
attitude of the women's refusal of the laws and the existence of defects in these
laws were, to a large extent, unlike the scholars of a religious organization who
did not express the existence of any defects in the laws and expressed a desire

to preserve the nature of laws concerning women's issues.

The two parties agreed that it is important to unify laws between the Gaza Strip
and the West Bank. The study suggests a set of recommendations, such as the
necessity of working to remove the legal barriers that prevent the Personal
Status Law currently in force regarding marriage from being amended and
changed. Adding to that, conducting workshops and conferences with the
presence of representatives from various sectors. Furthermore, the study
emphasizes the importance of working hard to integrate other sectors,
particularly religious organizations, as well as mobilizing public opinion and
achieving feminist consensus on claims. Finally, the study suggests
reconsidering the interpretation of the religious text concerning women's issues
and urging feminists to reinforce their claims with religious texts that support

them so that they are not rejected.



