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Discussing Hassan Al-Turabi’s Opinions in Jurisprudence and its
Fundamentals in the Book “The Reconstruction of Islamic Thoughts”
By
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Dr. Hassan Sa’d Khader

Abstract

This thesis discusses the opinions of Dr. Hassan Al-Turabi in
jurisprudence and its fundamentals in the book ‘“The Reconstruction of
Islamic Thoughts”; since Al-Turabi is one of those who opposed this issue.
The aim of such reconstruction, according to Al-Turabi, is the revival of
the Islamic nation by finding a kind of jurisprudence that fits into its reality

and is compatible with the temporal and spatial circumstances.

This study shows that what Al-Turabi said is not unquestionable.
This study, accordingly, was an attempt to demonstrate what Al-Turabi
came up with and scientifically discuss it. His line of reconstruction
extends to reaches the reconstruction of the fundamentals of jurisprudence
themselves, and calls for the establishing of a new fundamental approach in
jurisprudence; since it became impossible for the old approach to keep up
with the structure of the modern society. His call for the reconstruction of
the fundamentals of jurisprudence was opposed by significant scientists

who provided scientific criticisms against his approach.

The new approach perceived by Al-Turabi is one that steps over the
Islamic tradition and does not need, according to him, a witness from
history or some ancestor. According to Al-Turabi, the religious tradition

that came after the Quran and Sunnah is one made b Muslims; so it is
B



necessity for it to evolve with time in accordance with the evolving of the
cultural, social and materialistic environments. | deduced that what Al-
Turabi wrote in regards to jurisprudence and its fundamentals is general
talk that does not reach the level of scientific precision. This may be due to

Al-Turabi being busy in politics and not science.

Accordingly, this research consists of an introduction, a preamble to

the study, four main chapters and a conclusion.

The preamble: It introduces Al-Turabi, his opinions and a glimpse of

his book “The Reconstruction of Islamic Thoughts™ .

Chapter One: This chapter illustrates: how jurisprudence and its
fundamentals came to existence, what does it mean that they are the
product of reality, the influence the development of realty has on
jurisprudence and Al-Turabi’s concept of the obsolescence of

jurisprudence.

Chapter Two: This chapter is about the abandoned fundamentals as
Al-Turabi defines them, which are: unanimity, Shura and the authority of a
guardian; each of which | provide a definition, illustrate Al-Turabi’s

opinion and respond to his opinions.

Chapter Three: This chapter is about the schools of jurisprudence
and broad fundamentals as mentioned by Al-Turabi. | illustre in this
chapter Al-Turabi’s goal of these two concepts, then I used juristic
reasoning as a model for the aforementioned concepts; after which I
comment on Al-Turabi’s concept of juristic reasoning.

C



Chapter Four: this chapter goes under the title of “The Mind and its
Knowledge”. This chapter illustrates the concept of intellectual knowledge,
according to Al-Turabi, and its role in reconstructing jurisprudence. Then,
this chapter refers to three Fatwahs by Al-Turabi as examples of his
Fatwah, under the title of “Example of adapting jurisprudence to reality by
Al-Altruabi”. Then, I present and comment on the opinions of scholars on
the issues stirred by Al-Turabi. In the end of this chapter, I link Al-Turabi’s
Fatwah with the ideas he came up with in regards to the reconstruction of

jurisprudence.

In the conclusion, | provide a summary of the study findings I

reached.



