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Abstract

This study has sought to find out the effect of sectarian and minority
groups on the unity of the state of Sudan and political development in the
context of population diversity, multi-cultural and ethnic society which
the country enjoys. The researcher believes the case of Sudan represents
a model for what is going on now in a number of Arab countries
plagued by civil wars, ethnic and sectarian conflicts. Against this

background, the researcher decided to choose this title.

The study hypothesis is that both internal/local forces in Sudan( political
parties and successive central governments) and foreign powers( regional
and international) have played direct roles in aggravating the problem of
the ethnic and sectarian groups, thus creating havoc in the entire country,

threatening unity of the state and the Sudanese national identity.

To study the Sudanese case, the researcher has used the structural
method( systems theory) to study the structure of the population of Sudan
and its ethnic, sectarian and tribal components and places of. This was in
addition to the studying of their roles in forming the political structures:
parties, armed movements, the Sudanese political regimes and their
interactions with the neighboring region and international community.

The researcher has also used the historical and comparative methods as



it provides historical material for the overall events of the ethnic sectarian
strife, its regional and international dimensions. He held a comparison
between the beginnings and roots of civil conflicts in the southern

region and Darfur region.

The study has fallen in five chapters. In these chapters, the researcher
discussed the following argument: The state of ethnic, tribal and religious
nature of the population of Sudan, considered a leverage for progress and
prosperity as in other countries, can’t be considered a major reason for
civil conflict as long as the cultural and ethnic homogeneity is not a
sufficient condition for fostering national unity and rules of the modern
political system. In addition, the civil conflict can’t be considered an

inevitable outcome of plural-social structure and cultural diversity.

The researcher addressed the role of local, regional and international
forces( Sudanese political parties and national regime in aggravating the
ethnic and minority conflict and its militarization. The researcher
highlighted the role of the U.S.A., France, the U.K. and Israel in
internationalizing  the conflict and transferring it to the Un and

International Criminal Court of Justice.

Furthermore, the researcher discussed the most important social and
political consequences, resulting from the civil conflict in all its regional
and international dimensions, on the unity of Sudan and political
development. Three core issues are the substance of the building process
of Sudanese nation. The first one is the formulation of national identity.
Three political ideologicaltrends are in conflict over this identity: Arab,

African and Central. The second is the building of national unity in its



three dimensions: ethnic, political and geographic. The third issue is the
building of frameworks for economic integration between all regions of
Sudan and the nascent South Sudan. This last challenge is considered one

of the means to restore social bond and forget horrors of war.

Based on the findings of the study, the researcher has arrived at a number
of important conclusions. First, the structure of population, and the ethnic
cultural and religious diversity were not sufficient reasons for the state
of civil war that Sudan has been plagued by for decades. Rather, the
policies of the national regimes have played a direct role in stirring the
conflict owing to policies based on distribution of wealth and sharing of
authority/power respectively. These policies have led to foreign
interventions and militarization of conflict and its internationalization. The
researcher has offered a number of recommendations in political,
economic, social security and military areas at the Sudanese and Arab
regional levels. The most important is the political rethinking of
distribution of wealth and power sharing, development of a high political
culture that recognizes ethnic, cultural, and religious diversity. This is in
addition to empowering the role of Arab regional organizations in solving
the problems of different ethnic and minority groups. This would put an
end to foreign interventions which seek to implement plots against

Sudan and the Arab region.



This document was created with Win2PDF available at http://www.win2pdf.com.
The unregistered version of Win2PDF is for evaluation or non-commercial use only.
This page will not be added after purchasing Win2PDF.



