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Abstract

This study aims to monitor the image of the Arabic language from the perspective of
Jewish researchers in Hebrew universities, and to find out their perceptions, evidence
and guidelines for their performance, starting mainly from the studies carried out by
“Chaim Rabin” and “Joshua Blau”, with the help of modern linguistic studies.
Apparently, there is a need for description, analysis, and comparison between different
opinions, examining the writings of other researchers who have dealt with the Arabic
linguistic study and the history of its development, as well as a number of Arab

modernists' studies that have been developed under this framework.

This study confirmed the existence of a large discrepancy in visions and perceptions
between these two researchers due to the difference in time, place, and orientations of
each of them, as well as the difference in dealing with the curricula and harnessing them
in order to reach the desired goals, whether declared or implied. This calls for a re-
reading of the output of the Jewish Orientalism that invaded linguistic studies; for a
balanced and careful reading, far from being influenced and dazzled, far from isolation
and disapproval, in order to capture what is compatible with our cultural identity. As
well as reconsidering some recent Arabic studies that took place in the space of Jewish
researchers, and evaluating them by developing a clear and objective critical position,
instead of relying on criticism that may be distorted or limited; benefiting from Western
linguistic theories, while emphasizing the importance of a deep understanding of the

heritage of the Arabic language and benefit from the value of the Arabic language study.

Keywords: Jewish Orientalism, Chaim Rabin, Joshua Blau, Middle Arabic, Judaeo
Arabic, Neo-Arabic, Arab modernists, linguistic study



