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Abstract

This study explores how cinematic symbols are employed in narrating historical stories,
through an analytical reading of the film Golda (2023), which combines biographical and
historical narration, specifically focusing on the October War of 1973. The study aims to
uncover the intended meanings behind cinematic imagery by deconstructing and
analyzing visual and auditory symbols, as well as verbal cues, revealing how history is
reshaped within the film and how these influences audience perceptions of historical

events.

The study is based on the hypothesis that the film does not offer a neutral narrative. It
adopts a semiotic approach grounded in Charles Peirce’s triadic model (icon, index,
symbol), while also utilizing intertextuality, narrative, symbolic, visual, and ideological,
to examine how the biography of Golda Meir is portrayed within the context of the
October War. The study investigates how audiovisual elements function as semantic tools
that contribute to reformulating and altering Golda’s image as a victim, a mother, an
intelligent leader, and a savior, all within an ideological discourse. It also compares this
cinematic portrayal with historical sources, documentary references, and Meir’s own
memoirs, in order to expose the strategies of emphasis and omission implanted in

cinematic language.

The study demonstrates how the film recontextualizes military defeat as symbolic victory
by emphasizing emotional moments, invoking childhood memories and Jewish
persecution, merging the “Masada” myth, and drawing on intertextual references such as
archival footage and selections from Meir’s personal writings. It also manipulates
narrative sequencing through editing, thereby framing the official speech as visually
legitimate and historically factual. The study concludes that the film utilizes audiovisual

elements to construct a discourse that marginalizes the Arab narrative and reshapes

B



historical awareness through an emotional storytelling that legitimizes Golda’s political

and military decisions.

The study recommends developing critical visual literacy among Arab audiences to better
understand the mechanisms of meaning-making in politically charged films, to recognize
narrative biases within cinematic productions, and to engage critically with historically

inaccurate portrayals particularly in contexts related to conflict and memory.

Keyword: Cinematic Symbols, Ideological Discourse, Historical story



