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Abstract

This study aimed at identifying the role of feminist civil society organizations in empowering
Palestinian women within the Palestinian society as well as the influence of the study variables:
(the age, educational qualification, marital status, place of residence, position in the association
as well as the type, location and age of the organization). In order to achieve the purposes of the
study, it was conducted on a sample of (100) women participating in the administrative bodies
of women’s organizations in the northern West Bank, in addition to five women among leaders
of women’s organizations, who were interviewed. Furthermore, the researcher developed the
role of feminist civil society organizations in empowering Palestinian women within the

Palestinian society. The study concluded the following results:

First, it was found that the reality and importance of women’s participation in feminist civil
society organizations were considerable. Second, the challenges that impeded the activation of
women’s participation in feminist civil society organizations were moderate. Third, both the
activity of feminist civil society organizations for empowerment as well as their role in
empowering Palestinian women within the Palestinian society were high. Additionally, the
results showed that there were no statistically significant differences at the significance level
(0.05 o > o) in the responses of the study sample towards the role of feminist civil society
organizations in empowering Palestinian women within the Palestinian society due to variables
(Age, professional qualification, marital status, position in the association, type of women’s

organization, and location of the women’s organization).

Moreover, the results showed that there are no statistically significant differences at the
significance level (0.05 a > a) in the responses of the study sample towards the role of feminist
civil society organizations in empowering Palestinian women within the Palestinian society due
to the variable of the place of residence. However, differences were found on the place of
residence on the domain of the activities of feminist civil society organizations for
empowerment. The differences between the city and the camp were in favor of the camp. The
results showed that there were no statistically significant differences at the significance level
(0.05 o > o) in the responses of the study sample towards the role of feminist civil society

organizations in empowering Palestinian women within the Palestinian society attributed for the

b



variable of the age of the institution. By contrast, there were differences on the age of the
institution on the field of activity of feminist civil society organizations for empowerment. The

differences were in favor of the age of their institution (more than 30).
Accordingly, the researcher recommends the following:

The programs that are offered within the women’s organization should be in line with the reality
of Palestinian women and should develop their social, economic and political capabilities. They
should not be subject to external criteria from donor countries. It is necessary for the programs
undertaken by feminist civil society organizations to be part of the strategy that women aspire to
thus it should empower them in all fields to serve their issues at the local and national levels.
Moreover, feminist civil society organizations should be called on to increase social and
political programs aimed at empowering women, enhancing their own capabilities, and working
to form a unified women’s body that demands their social and political rights. They are
supposed to achieve them the power to make a paradigm shift in the process of political, social,

economic and cultural empowerment.

Keywords: women's civil work institutions; empowerment of Palestinian

women; Palestinian society.



