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Abstract

This study is significant due to its analysis of Israel’s adherence to the principle of
distinction during the 2023 Gaza War. The first chapter delineates the theoretical
framework of the principle, encompassing its temporal, spatial, and material dimensions,
and elucidates its relationship with other principles of international humanitarian law. The
second chapter examines Israel’s approach during the conflict and assesses the extent to
which it complied with the requirements of the principle of distinction. Additionally, it
addresses the role of international actors and accountability mechanisms, evaluates their
effectiveness, and identifies the challenges that constrained their performance.
Furthermore, this study contributes to the advancement of future research by proposing
the application of the same methodology to investigate other principles of international
humanitarian law, thereby promoting the development of international accountability

mechanisms and reinforcing respect for this legal framework.

This study addresses the challenges associated with the application of the principle of
distinction, which is designed to protect specific categories—such as civilians, the
wounded, the sick, prisoners of war, humanitarian workers, and civilian objects—during
armed conflicts. These challenges are particularly evident in the context of the Israeli war
on the Gaza Strip in 2023. Empirical evidence and international reports have highlighted
a significant discrepancy between the established legal framework and its implementation
in practice. This discrepancy underscores the need to evaluate the effectiveness of
accountability mechanisms and the role of international actors during the conflict.
Consequently, the study seeks to answer the following primary research question: To what
extent did Israel adhere to the principle of distinction with respect to protected categories

during its 2023 military campaign in the Gaza Strip?



The study utilized a descriptive-analytical approach, drawing upon international
conventions, legal scholarship, decisions of international courts, and pertinent

information to address the research question.

The findings indicate that the principle of distinction encompasses three fundamental
dimensions—temporal, spatial, and material—and that a comprehensive understanding
of these dimensions necessitates not only reference to treaties but also to legal scholarship
and judicial precedents. The study further corroborates the interdependence of the
principles of international humanitarian law, emphasizing that none can be applied in
isolation. Additionally, the analysis reveals that Israel committed serious violations during
the 2023 Gaza War, targeting protected groups and constituting war crimes, crimes against
humanity, and genocide, despite invoking legally untenable justifications. Furthermore,
the efforts of international actors were constrained by the lack of executive authority, and
accountability mechanisms encountered political and structural challenges that impeded

their effectiveness.

Therefore, this study recommends addressing existing legal gaps by adopting a unified
convention that regulates the principles of international humanitarian law. It further
advocates for strengthening the executive functions of international organizations and
enhancing accountability mechanisms. Additionally, the study calls for revitalizing the
role of the United Nations, reviewing the powers of the Security Council, and abolishing
the veto power. Moreover, it emphasizes the importance of supporting both international
and grassroots efforts to improve the humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip and to hold

Israel accountable for its violations.

Keywords: principle of distinction; international humanitarian law; Gaza Strip 2023;

protection of civilians; accountability mechanisms; Israeli armed conflict.



