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Abstract

This study discusses sustainable conservation as a policy that ensures
a longer and more productive life for historic buildings and a better life for
Users; this is because preserving historical buildings is a tool for economic,

social, cultural and environmental development.

The objectives of the study are to highlight Riwaq’s experience as a
case study of Sustainable Conservation in Palestine. The study analysis and
evaluates this experience. To achieve the study objectives, a questionnaire
was prepared, distributed, collected and then statistically analyzed. The
study subjects consist of employees, visitors and local residents who have a
direct relationship to and use the historical buildings restored by Riwag.

The study was based on personal interviews and direct personal

observations.

The researcher concluded that Riwaq’s projects achieved acceptable
levels of sustainability in the architectural, social and environmental
aspects but needed to be developed further in the economic aspects. The
most important strengths of the experiment are the Application of
conservation principles and the adoption of the principle of partnership

with civil society organizations, focusing on marginalized and less
b



developed areas, and integrating green environmental solutions into the

design for conservation process

While the most important weaknesses were the lack of follow up and
a clear methodology to ensure the partner's commitment to his
responsibilities in operating and maintaining historical buildings, another
weakness 1s the weak economic returns of historical buildings and lack of

development specialists in the conservation process.

The most important challenges facing the process of preserving in
Palestine are the weakness of the legal frameworks related to the protection
of heritage, the limited financial resources allocated to heritage, the
problem of ownership of historical buildings, and the lack of regulatory

frameworks for investment and development in historical areas

In general the study recommends the need to adopt a policy of
sustainable preservation as a solution to all problems that concern historic
buildings and centers and to guarantee the rights of present and future

generations to live in dignity.

In particular, the study recommends that the Riwaq should have a
greater role in following up the buildings after Conservation and
exchanging experiences between stakeholders in civil society organizations

to build and strengthen their capacities in managing cultural heritage

projects.



