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Abstract

Al-Mu'tazilah Movement is a verbal group that emerged at the end of
Umayyad era in Basra (80-131AH / 699-749AD), and flourished during the
Abbasid era. It played a major role in the intellectual, sectarian, political,
social, and economic mobility, and it called for a revolution against the
unjust ruler. Also, it asked for fighting the political, administrative, and
financial corruption, rising the value of reason and philosophy, and
considering economy as the basis for the superiority of people. It rejected the
fanatic Arab nationalism, and it tried to reconcile between reason and
transmission, or between philosophers and Salafist. As a result, it developed

speech science, and used tools of interpretation and analysis.

Despite the diversity of the historical and intellectual studies that studied Al-
Mu'tazila Movement’s period, there are no integrated studies that examined
the positions of historians who have contemplated this intellectual movement

or have approached it with interest.

The researcher reviews Al-Mu'tazila Movement as a systematic historical
study in the books of eight historians, who lived in the period between the

second and sixth centuries AH / from eighth until the twelfth century. The

b



historians are: Amr bin Bahar Al-Jahidh Abu Uthman (d. 255 AH/868 AD),
Muhammad bin Muslim bin Qutaiba (d. 276 AH/ 828 AD), Ahmad bin Ja far
al-Ya'qubi (d. 292 AH / 897 AD), Muhammad bin Jarir al-Tabari (d. 310
AH/923AD), Ali bin Ismail al-Ash'ari (d. 330 AH /960 CE), Ali ibn al-
Husayn al-Mas’udi (d. 346 AH/957 AD), Abd al-Jabbar bin Ahmad al-
Hamdhani (415 AH/1024AD), and Muhammad Ibn Abd al-Karim al-
Shahristani (d. 548 AH/1153 AD).

What distinguish those historians is that their sources have included valuable
information that monitored Al-Mu'tazila Movement in all political,
intellectual, social and economic fields, and the sources that dealt with this
topic relied on their texts as their writings were an important compass in the
way of the history and thought, and most of them had good relations with

political, intellectual, literary and sectarian decision makers.

The study showed the consensus of historians that Al-Mu'tazila group were
a verbal group that appeared at the beginning of the second century AH at
the end of the Umayyad era, and it flourished in the first Abbasid era, relying
on the abstract mind to understand the faith, and influenced by Greek and

Christian philosophies.

Their opinions differed on the names and titles of Al-Mu'tazila, including
what they called it, and other names came from their enemies. For example,
Al-Ash'ari and Judge Abd Al-Jabbar called it Al-Qadriyah, while Ibn

Qutaybah called it Al-Jahmiyah due to a group that carried the same name,



but Al-Shahrstani rejected it completely, and he called them the people of

justice and monotheism.

There were many opinions about the factors and conditions of Al-Mu'tazila
establishment, so historians, groups’ writers and some of them were
opponents of Al-Mu'tazili had echoed the committer of the Major Sin Issue
as a starting point for this group, and with the spread of this incident in the
interpretation of Al-Mu'tazila, recent researches have not found any
justification for what Al-Mu'tazila opponents want and most of them were
from Al -Asha’ri who portrayed the isolation as splitting from the Sunnis
and Al-Jama’h, and Al-Masoudi did not exclude that the beginning of the
Movement’s appearance is due to the origin of the rank between two ranks
without referring to the difference between Al-Hasan Al-Basri and Wasil Bin

Ata.

The sources of the study shed light differently on the most important figures
of Al-Mu’tazila who played a role in reviving Al-Mu’tazila school and
building its foundations, basis and ideas, and they mentioned their social,
cultural and political backgrounds, and they unanimously agreed that they

belonged to the class of the loyalists (Al-Mawali) and the owners of crafts.

The views of the historians vary in presenting Al-Mu'tazila’s opinions
regarding to the intellectual issues such as the Imamate. Indeed, Al-Jahiz,
Al-Shahristani and Abd Al-Jabbar reported that the Imamate according to
Al-Mu'tazila differs from other teams as it is not a lead to recognize or know

the Sharia, and it should not be inherited , so it does not belong to a specific
d



sect. Al-Mu'tazila had two major opinions; an opinion that says it is

obligatory, and the other does not see that there is a need for the imam.

The historians have highlighted the hostile position that some people of Al-
Mu'tazila took against the Umayyad state, explaining this position in the light
of their political thought. Al-Jahiz and Abd Al-Jabbar showed Al-Mu'tazila’s
position towards the caliph, Omar Bin Abd Al-Aziz (99-101AH /717-
720AD), some of them attacked him violently, others did not consider him
while others praised him. Also, they showed their position towards the caliph
Yazid Ibn al-Walid (86-126AH/705-744 AD) the only Umayyad caliph
whom Al-Mu'tazilita showed loyalty to, as he is a man of justice and

monotheism.

The sources of the study present briefly the origins and development of the
Abbasid da'wa and Al-Mu'tazila’s position towards it. Then, the sources
show the attitudes of Al-Mu'tazila towards the early Abbasids until the
succession of Abdullah Bin Harun al-Rashid al-Maamun (198-218AH/ 803-
833AD), Al-Mu'tasim Billah Bin Harun al-Rashid (218-2-27AH / 833-
841AD)), Al-Wathig Billah (227-232AH/841-846AD), and Ja'far al-
Mutawakil Ibn al-Mu'tasim (232-247AH/846-861AD), until the appearance
of al-Ash'ari. Abd al-Jabbar showed that al-Mu'tazilah after al-Mutawakil

reached the stage of weakness and political decline.

The sources of the study agreed on the five origins of Al-Mu'tazilah, which
distinguished the group from other groups, and the sources agreed that these

principles are the main condition for judging whether this person is from Al-
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Mu'tazila group or not, the five are (monotheism, justice, promise and
promises, enjoining good and forbidding evil, the rank is between two
ranks), And Abd Al-Jabbar explained to us in his book Explaining the Five

Principles the reason for restricting it to five principles.



