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Abstract

The dissertation aimed to assess the current state of sports diplomacy in Palestine
and the aspirations for its development from the perspectives of academic and
administrative sports leaders. It sought to examine the gap between the present
conditions and ambitions, as well as to identify differences in both the current state
and aspirations based on variables such as gender, nature of work, academic
qualifications, and experience. Ultimately, the study intended to inform the

development of a proposed strategy for sports diplomacy in Palestine.

The study employed a mixed-methods design, integrating both quantitative and
qualitative approaches. The quantitative component utilized a descriptive-
analytical method through a questionnaire developed to assess the current state of
sports diplomacy and aspirations for its advancement. This questionnaire
comprised four domains encompassing a total of 34 items and was distributed to a
sample of 220 academic and administrative sports leaders. The qualitative
component involved an analysis of the participants’ responses to identify

developmental elements from their perspectives.

The results indicated that the overall level of the current state of sports diplomacy
in Palestine, as perceived by academic and administrative sports leaders, was
moderate, with a relative response weight of 59.60%. Conversely, the overall level
of aspiration for sports diplomacy in Palestine was very high, with a relative
response weight of 90%. The findings further revealed statistically significant

differences in certain aspects of the current state, attributable to factors such as the
B



nature of work, academic qualification, and experience; however, no such
differences were observed in the level of aspiration. Additionally, statistically
significant differences were identified between the current state and aspiration,
favoring the latter. Significant differences were also found in the domain of sports
events and human capital, as well as in the overall assessment of the current state,
between academics and administrators, with academics reporting higher levels. In
contrast, no statistically significant differences in aspiration were observed based
on the nature of work. Regarding other variables—gender, academic qualification,
and experience—no statistically significant differences were detected for either the
current state or aspiration. Ultimately, the study proposed a strategic framework

for advancing sports diplomacy in Palestine.

The study recommended several actions, most notably the dissemination of the
proposed sports diplomacy strategy in Palestine to the relevant authorities,
enabling its adoption as part of a comprehensive national strategy for Palestinian

sports diplomacy.

Keywords: sports diplomacy; Palestine; academic sports leaders; administrative

sports leaders; strategic development; mixed-methods research



