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Abstract

This semantic study entitled "Letters of Meanings in Surat Al-Bagarah between the
Interpretations of Al-Zamakhshari and Abi Hayyan™ was conducted to show the
prominent and obvious effect of the connotative meanings of letters, in directing the
interpretation of the saurah between the two Imams who paid considerable attention to

these letters in their interpretations.

The researcher used the inductive, descriptive, and analytical approaches. The study aims
at clarifying what is meant by letters of meaning, indicating that these letters have no
clear connotations once they are pronounced, but they signify meanings to other words.
It also shows the letters of meaning related to names (letters resembling verbs,
prepositions, exception letters, vocative letters, caution letters), the letters of meaning
related to verbs (accusatives, apocopatives, conditional particles, future particles and
expectations) and the common letters that comebine with nouns and verbs (connectives,

negatives, and interrogatives).

This study of these letters was introduced in two parts: a theoretical one which defines
the word letter, touching upon its meanings and clarifying some related rules, and, then,

an application part in which these rules are applied to the Surah.

The study concluded that AL-Zamakhshari was a pioneer in establishing new connotative
meanings that didn’t exist before for some other letters, from which other Scholars
Benefited a lot. He was brief and deep in the way he expressed the connotative meaning
of the letter. He is more concise and thorough than Abu Hayyan, who was incredibly
detailed in his Approach. Abu Hayyan failed to get his objections to Al-Zamaksharie’s

significance meanings of letters; rather, he was occasionally referring to Al-

B



Zamaksharie’s words. The study also showed the contradiction of Abu Hayyan in some

connotative meanings of some letters.

The study recommends that further research into the letters of meanings according to Al-
Zamakhshari and Abu Hayyan be done, such as the new connotations of the letters of

meanings according to Al-Zamakhshari in his book of interpretation (Al-Kashaf).

Keywords: letters of meanings, Surat Al-Bagarah, Al-Zamakhshari, Abu Hayyan.



